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Lesson 6 

Methods of Research 
 

I. Textual Studies 

 

A. Definition 

 

There are different ways of approaching a textual study.  For the purposes of this course the 

textual studies we will be doing are outlined below.   

 

A textual study is taking a portion of scripture (usually one or two verses) that is complete in 

itself and breaking it open, making an appropriate outline and using all the components 

therein as the foundation upon which a total message is prepared.  

 

B. Importance 

 

These various methods of bible research are all interlinked, and should ideally be used 

together.  Word studies should lead to textual studies, textual studies should lead to 

passage studies, which should lead to book studies.  Each of these studies are not an end in 

themselves, but a means to an end.  The Bible is one book and therefore it is important to 

remember that we work from part to whole and whole to part. 

 

A good illustration of this is a tree.  The tree is one tree having roots, trunk, main branches 

and many other smaller branches off these main branches, with twigs and leaves.  The Bible 

is like this, it is one tree, yet has many branches. 

 

Using this word picture: 

 The whole Bible is viewing the tree as a whole unit. 

 The Old Testament and New Testament can be represented by two main branches 

coming out of the tree trunk. 

 A single book is a smaller branch coming out of one of the two main branches. 

 A verse is a twig 

 And a word is a leaf on a twig. 

 

The leaf is not the whole tree, but must be related to the whole tree, working from the part 

to the whole and the whole to the part.  The importance of viewing all of bible study in 

context is well illustrated by this picture. 

 

No one verse of scripture is the total or full truth on any given subject.  The verse or verses 

may be a complete statement, but no one verse contains in itself the complete theology of 
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the Bible.  If this is not realised, the student may lead people into false doctrine.  The first 

principle of Biblical interpretation is the Context Principle.  Any textual study and textual 

exposition must be done in the light of the whole-Bible context, as the topics of scripture 

arise out of the whole of scripture.   

 

The verse must always maintain its association with its passage, chapter, book, testament 

and Bible context.  The Context Principle is the ultimate safeguard for any verse in textual 

studies.  This must always be kept in mind. 

 

C. Method 

 

Below is a general procedure that can be followed in a textual study. 

 

1. Choose a verse that you are quickened by the Holy Spirit to expound. 

2. Make sure that the verse (or verses) is complete in itself, i.e. that the sentences are 

complete in thought, even if it involves two or three verses.  Do not take a part-verse 

with an incomplete thought out o its context. 

3. Remember that the words themselves are “seeds” that can be watered by the Spirit 

and diligent research and can become a “tree” with “branches”. 

4. Discover the major thought in that verse and make a suitable sermon title out of it. 

5. Break open the verse(s) and list all the part of the verse that may lend themselves to 

exposition and comment. 

6. Formulate an outline.  The outline ought to wrapt itself around the title of your 

textual message.  Outlining is one of the most important yet difficult parts of textual 

study.  Alliteration is sometimes a good tool to use. 

7. The outline can be likened to the skeletal framework or the framework of a house 

being built.  Once the framework of the body is there, the “body of sinews and flesh” 

needs to be fitted on this framework.  Or, using the building analogy, the house 

needs to be built and fitted with windows, pictures, furniture, etc. 

 

D. Example 

 

1.  The text – John 3:16 

2.  Completeness -  the verse is complete in its thought.  It has been called “The Gospel 

in a Nutshell”. 

3. Seed – Each words (or words) inspired by God is as a seed in itself and can be 

watered by the Spirit to become a “tree with branches”. 

4. Title – The major thought in this verse and therefore a suitable title is “The Love of 

God”. 

5. Parts – The verse may be broken up as to its parts as follows:- 
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a. God 

b. so loved 

c. the world 

d. that He gave 

e. His only begotten Son 

f. that whosoever 

g. believeth in Him 

h. should not perish 

i. but have everlasting life. 

 

6. Outline, Content, Scriptures, Comments. 

 

The Love of God 

 

a. The Greatest Lover –  

God.  Sustainer.  Creator of the universe.  Personhood of God.  Describe the essential 

attribute of God. 

 

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 

Gen 1:1 

 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

He was in the beginning with God.  All things were made through Him, and without Him 

nothing was made that was made.”  

John 1:1-3 

 

b. The Greatest Love –  

So loved.  Moral attributes of God.  Love and all the attributes of love. 

 

“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have 

become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, 

and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I 

could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my 

goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it 

profits me nothing. Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not 

parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not 

provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all 

things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails. But 

whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; 

whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. For we know in part and we prophesy in 



School of Leadership and Reformation Bible Research 
 
 

4 
 

part. But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done 

away. When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; 

but when I became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, 

but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. 

And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”  

1Co 13:1-13 

 

c. The Object of Love –  

The world.  Inhabitants of the earth.  People in all nations.  He had a burden for the 

world.  John 17. 

 

Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: "Father, the hour has 

come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, as You have given Him 

authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given 

Him. And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom You have sent. I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which 

You have given Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the 

glory which I had with You before the world was. "I have manifested Your name to the 

men whom You have given Me out of the world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, 

and they have kept Your word. Now they have known that all things which You have 

given Me are from You. For I have given to them the words which You have given Me; 

and they have received them, and have known surely that I came forth from You; and 

they have believed that You sent Me. "I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for 

those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. And all Mine are Yours, and Yours 

are Mine, and I am glorified in them. Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in 

the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You 

have given Me, that they may be one as We are. While I was with them in the world, I 

kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost 

except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. But now I come to You, 

and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. I 

have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the 

world, just as I am not of the world. I do not pray that You should take them out of the 

world, but that You should keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as 

I am not of the world. Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. As You sent Me 

into the world, I also have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, 

that they also may be sanctified by the truth. "I do not pray for these alone, but also for 

those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, 

Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may 

believe that You sent Me. And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they 

may be one just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect 
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in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You 

have loved Me. "Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me 

where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me 

before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father! The world has not known You, 

but I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me. And I have declared to 

them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in 

them, and I in them."  

Joh 17:1-26 

 

d. The Evidence of Love –  

That He gave.  Love gives.  God gave his Son in death for us.  Christ died for us.  Love 

gives. 

 

“Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. And walk in love, as Christ also has loved 

us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling 

aroma.”  

Eph 5:1-2 

 

“Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our 

hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. For when we were still without strength, in 

due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet 

perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own 

love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  

Rom 5:5-8 

 

e. The Channel of Love – 

His only begotten Son.  Not an angel, a planet or a gift.  But His only, unique, beloved 

Son,  The dearest to is heart.  No longer animals for sacrifice, but is Son.  Romans 8:32. 

  

“giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of 

the saints in the light. He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us 

into the kingdom of the Son of His love,”  

Col 1:12-13 

 

“He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with 

Him also freely give us all things?”  

Rom 8:32 
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f. The Recipients of Love –  

That whosoever.  None excluded.  All.  Christ died for all.  Jew and Gentile.  He was not 

willing that any should perish.  Romans 10:12; 1 Timothy 2:4. 

 

“Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved.”  

Rom 10:1 

 

“who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”  

1Ti 2:4 

 

g. The Condition of Love –  

Believe in Him.  Love can only be received in faith.  God loves all people, but we must 

believe to receive this love.  Faith is the channel for the reception of the love of God.   

 

“And anyone who believes in God's Son has eternal life. Anyone who doesn't obey the 

Son will never experience eternal life but remains under God's angry judgment."  

Joh 3:36 NLT 

 

h. The Purpose of Love –  

Should not perish.  We were all born in sin.  Consequences of this is eternal separation 

from God (hell).  Christ died to save us and redeem us and bring us into relationship with 

God.   

 

“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is 

longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to 

repentance.”  

2Pe 3:9 

 

"Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, 'Away with you, you cursed ones, 

into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons. For I was hungry, and you 

didn't feed Me. I was thirsty, and you didn't give Me a drink. I was a stranger, and you 

didn't invite Me into your home. I was naked, and you didn't give Me clothing. I was sick 

and in prison, and you didn't visit Me.' "Then they will reply, 'Lord, when did we ever see 

You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and not help You?' "And 

He will answer, 'I tell you the truth, when you refused to help the least of these My 

brothers and sisters, you were refusing to help Me.' "And they will go away into eternal 

punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life."  

Mat 25:41-46 
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“They will be punished with eternal destruction, forever separated from the Lord and 

from His glorious power.”  

2Thess 1:9 

 

i. The Promise of Love –  

But have everlasting life.  This is the greatest promise.  Not just physical life, but 

spiritual, eternal, God-kind of life.  

 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

Rom 6:23 

 

"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me 

has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into 

life.”  

Joh 5:24 

 

“but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that 

I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life."  

Joh 4:14 

 

7. Practical Conclusions -  

 God is creator.  We are his beloved creation. 

 God is love.  Love gives.  God gave.  He gave that which was most precious to Him. 

 We should receive this love by faith.  In so doing we enter into relationship with Him. 

 His love is shed abroad in our hearts.  We carry His love. 

 Love gives, even to the least deserving. 

 We need to be become more like Him.  Loving.  Carrying His heart.  A generous 

heart. 

 

 

 

E. Homework 

 

Following the basic procedure as in the example given, see what kind of outline and 

message you can develop either from the text provided, or from a scripture of your 

choosing. 

 

Provided text:  Luke 4:18-19   

 


