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Lesson 9 

Methods of Research – Book Studies 

 

The study of a Book in the Bible is probably one of the “ultimate” of all methods of bible 

study.  Book studies involve knowing the rules of interpretation as well as understanding the 

art of using those rules.  Book studies often involve all of the various studies looked at thus 

far,- word, character, place, textual, topical and passage studies.  It often takes all of these 

studies woven together and combined for sound exposition of a Book. 

 

The following provides some basic guidelines that one may use when doing a Book study. 

 

I. Read the book 

The chosen book should be read a number of times in various translations 

 

II. Define the Nature of the Book 

Determine whether the book is doctrinal poetical, personal, historical, prophetic, 

or eschatological in nature.  If the book is doctrinal (especially a New Testament 

book), make a brief list of the major doctrines in the book. 

 

III. Determine the Major Theme(s) in the Book 

Discover what the major theme(s) are in the Book.  For example, Romans has 

several themes in it, but the main theme would be “Justification by Faith”.  Other 

themes would be:  

- the divine purpose in the setting aside of the Jewish nation 

- the grafting in of the Gentiles, 

- the body of Christ and the gifts in the body, 

- government by state,  

- etc. 

 

IV. Study the Background of the Book 

A. Time – when was the book written?   

B. Place – Where was the book written? 

 

V. Study the Background of the City 

A. Geographically 

B. Culturally 

C. Politically 

D. Historically 

E. Religiously 
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VI. Character Studies 

 

A. The writer – Who wrote the book?   

Perform a character study on the author of the book.  What was his personality, 

character, background, upbringing, history, etc.? 

 

B.  The recipients – To whom was the book written?   

 

C. Other people – Put together a character profile of other prominent individuals in 

the book, involved in the sending of the book or the social setting of the book. 

 

VII. Check for Problems and Solutions in the Book 

 

Why was the book written?  Were there problems that needed to be addressed and were 

solutions required?  What type of problems were they,- church, personal, national, 

leadership? 

 

Make a brief list of these problems and the solutions that the writer presents. 

 

For example: 

The problems in Corinth    The solutions in Paul’s writing 

Worldly wisdom     Divine wisdom 

Carnality      Spirituality 

Immorality      Holiness 

Marriage problems     Marriage order 

Disorders around the Lord’s table   Church order, table order 

Confusion around spiritual gifts   Order regarding the gifts 

Etc.       Etc. 

 

VIII. Old/New Testament Connections 

 

A. If an Old Testament book note its connection with the New Testament and make 

a list of all the cross-references, allusions, persons or stories referred to in the 

New Testament. 

B. If a New Testament book, do the same as above.  List all the references, cross-

references, allusions, persons or stories referred to from the Old Testament. E.g. 

1 Corinthians 5 and 1 Corinthians 10. 
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IX. Keys to Open the Bible 

 

Look for: 

A. Key words – list them all, including the number of times mentioned as well as 

chapter and verse references. 

B. Key phrases – as above. 

C. Peculiarities - these should be noted. Words and phrases specific to the 

particular book should be noted as well and studied where necessary. 

e.g. 1 Corinthians 15:29 speaks of “baptism for the dead”.  This is only used in 

this epistle and requires specific study to understand. 

 

X. Outline the Book 

 

Outlining the book is crucial as it provides the framework required to begin exposition of 

the book.  The following are suggested guidelines: 

 

A. Title of the Book 

This would depict the main theme of the book.  For example, Proverbs – The 

Book of Wisdom; Romans – The Book of Justification by Faith. 

 

B. Chapter Titles 

These would be taken from the dominant theme in the chapter contents.  For 

example: 

James 1 – The Believer and Temptation 

James 2 – The Believer and Faith and Works 

James 3 – The Believer and the Tongue and Wisdom 

James 4 – The Believer and Pride and Humility 

James 5 – The Believer and Patience and Prayer 

 

C. Chapter Section or Sub-Headings 

These will arise out of: 

1. Where a sub-section in a chapter begins and ends 

2. Where the use of the key word(s) in that section is noted 

 

D. Outline Format 

Utilise the formatting outlined in detail in Lesson 4.  The outline format should be 

consistent throughout the exposition of the whole book.  The exposition should 

be as follows: 
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1.  Introduction: 

This should deal with authorship, date, background of the book, recipients, 

themes and other related material. 

 

2.  Outline and Exposition: 

This provides the framework for the exposition.  It should include chapter 

titles, chapter divisions and sub-sections and the exposition of the same. 

 

3.  Conclusion: 

Summarise the major lessons from the chapter content and exposition. 

 

Summary 

 

Book studies require the ability to utilise all the various bible research methods studied to 

date when required.  In other words, word, character, place, textual, topical and passage 

studies will be woven together in Book studies. 
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Lesson 9 

Methods of Research – Book Studies 

 

Class Example - Jude 
 

Do an outline study of introductory nature on the Epistle of Jude following the steps, questions and 

format as outlined below. 

 

I. Read the book of Jude in several different translations, including KJV. 

 

“Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the 

Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied. 

Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me 

to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once 

delivered unto the saints. For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old 

ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and 

denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. I will therefore put you in remembrance, though 

ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward 

destroyed them that believed not. And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own 

habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great 

day. Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over 

to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of 

eternal fire. Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of 

dignities. Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of 

Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee. But these 

speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in 

those things they corrupt themselves. Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran 

greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core. These are spots 

in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are 

without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked 

up by the roots; Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is 

reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of 

these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon 

all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have 

ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 

These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great 

swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage. But, beloved, remember 

ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; How that they told 

you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts. These be 

they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit. But ye, beloved, building up yourselves 

on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the 

mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. And of some have compassion, making a difference: 

And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 
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Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence 

of his glory with exceeding joy, To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and 

power, both now and ever. Amen.”  

Jud 1:1-25 KJV 

 

“This letter is from Jude, a slave of Jesus Christ and a brother of James. I am writing to all who have 

been called by God the Father, who loves you and keeps you safe in the care of Jesus Christ. May God 

give you more and more mercy, peace, and love. Dear friends, I had been eagerly planning to write to 

you about the salvation we all share. But now I find that I must write about something else, urging 

you to defend the faith that God has entrusted once for all time to His holy people. I say this because 

some ungodly people have wormed their way into your churches, saying that God's marvelous grace 

allows us to live immoral lives. The condemnation of such people was recorded long ago, for they 

have denied our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. So I want to remind you, though you already 

know these things, that Jesus first rescued the nation of Israel from Egypt, but later He destroyed 

those who did not remain faithful. And I remind you of the angels who did not stay within the limits 

of authority God gave them but left the place where they belonged. God has kept them securely 

chained in prisons of darkness, waiting for the great day of judgment. And don't forget Sodom and 

Gomorrah and their neighboring towns, which were filled with immorality and every kind of sexual 

perversion. Those cities were destroyed by fire and serve as a warning of the eternal fire of God's 

judgment. In the same way, these people—who claim authority from their dreams—live immoral 

lives, defy authority, and scoff at supernatural beings. But even Michael, one of the mightiest of the 

angels, did not dare accuse the devil of blasphemy, but simply said, "The Lord rebuke you!" (This took 

place when Michael was arguing with the devil about Moses' body.) But these people scoff at things 

they do not understand. Like unthinking animals, they do whatever their instincts tell them, and so 

they bring about their own destruction. What sorrow awaits them! For they follow in the footsteps of 

Cain, who killed his brother. Like Balaam, they deceive people for money. And like Korah, they perish 

in their rebellion. When these people eat with you in your fellowship meals commemorating the 

Lord's love, they are like dangerous reefs that can shipwreck you. They are like shameless shepherds 

who care only for themselves. They are like clouds blowing over the land without giving any rain. 

They are like trees in autumn that are doubly dead, for they bear no fruit and have been pulled up by 

the roots. They are like wild waves of the sea, churning up the foam of their shameful deeds. They are 

like wandering stars, doomed forever to blackest darkness. Enoch, who lived in the seventh 

generation after Adam, prophesied about these people. He said, "Listen! The Lord is coming with 

countless thousands of His holy ones to execute judgment on the people of the world. He will convict 

every person of all the ungodly things they have done and for all the insults that ungodly sinners have 

spoken against Him." These people are grumblers and complainers, living only to satisfy their desires. 

They brag loudly about themselves, and they flatter others to get what they want. But you, my dear 

friends, must remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ said. They told you that in the last 

times there would be scoffers whose purpose in life is to satisfy their ungodly desires. These people 

are the ones who are creating divisions among you. They follow their natural instincts because they 

do not have God's Spirit in them. But you, dear friends, must build each other up in your most holy 

faith, pray in the power of the Holy Spirit, and await the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will bring 

you eternal life. In this way, you will keep yourselves safe in God's love. And you must show mercy to 

those whose faith is wavering. Rescue others by snatching them from the flames of judgment. Show 

mercy to still others, but do so with great caution, hating the sins that contaminate their lives. Now 
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all glory to God, who is able to keep you from falling away and will bring you with great joy into His 

glorious presence without a single fault. All glory to Him who alone is God, our Savior through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. All glory, majesty, power, and authority are His before all time, and in the present, 

and beyond all time! Amen.”  

Jud 1:1-25 NLT 

 

II. Determine the nature of the book. 

 

III. What is the major theme of the book? 

 

IV. What is the Background of the book? 

 

A. Time of writing? 

 

V. Character Studies 

 

A.  Who was the writer?  What can you find out about him? 

        B.  Who were the recipients of the book? 

 

VI. What was the main reason for writing this Epistle?  Were there problems that 

necessitated the writing of this book? 

 

VII. What are the key words? 

 

VIII. What could be the key verse(s)? 

 

IX. Make a list of any and all Old Testament references and allusions. 

 

X. Draft a suitable outline of the epistle. 

 

XI. Make a list of important observations in the book. 

 

XII. What practical conclusions and lessons for the church may be found in this Epistle for 

today? 

 

Remember to make use of any bible research tools that have been covered to date. 

 

 


