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School of the Prophetic Lesson 3 

Introduction 

Generally speaking, there is a desire in our current culture to tap into the spirit realm 

and into the supernatural realm.  People are experimenting with eastern religions, 

horoscopes, spirit mediums and the like.  There is a vacuum in the hearts of man 

designed for a supernatural God, and many are searching, trying to fill this void with 

other supernatural ‘gods’.   

God is a God who speaks and who desires for us to be able to discern His voice 

clearly.   He wants to reveal Himself to us. He wants to speak with us, walk with us 

each day and have an intimate friendship with us.  He desires for us to know His will 

and follow Him.  In order to do these things, we need to learn how to discern His 

voice.   

The term “God spoke to me” is sometimes confusing for people, as God doesn’t 

always speak with an audible “voice”. Unfortunately many people sense or hear Him 

speak, but don’t recognize it as His voice.    

In Israel, sheep were farmed not for meat but for wool. The relationship between 

sheep and shepherd was usually very strong and intimate, and the sheep would 

know the voice of their shepherd. If different shepherds were watering their sheep at 

the same well at the same time, the sheep from different flocks and shepherds would 

all mix together. When it would be time to leave the respective shepherd would leave, 

singing as he went. The sheep would know the voice of their shepherd and would 

only follow their shepherd when he left.  It is within this cultural context that Jesus 

states the following: 

MyG1699 sheepG4263 hearG191 myG3450 voice,G5456 and IG2504 knowG1097 them,G846 

andG2532 they followG190 me:G3427 (Joh 10:27) 

Hear (G191) - akouo ak-oo'-o 

A primary verb; to hear (in various senses): - give (in the) audience (of), come (to 

the ears), ([shall]) hear (-er, -ken), be noised, be reported, understand. 
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Know (G1097) - gino sko  -ghin-oce'-ko 

A prolonged form of a primary verb; to “know” (absolutely), in a great variety of 

applications and with many implications (as shown at left, with others not thus clearly 

expressed): - allow, be aware (of), feel, (have) known (-ledge), perceive, be resolved, 

can speak, be sure, understand. 

Follow (G190) - akoloutheo  - ak-ol-oo-theh'-o 

From G1 (as a particle of union) and          keleuthos (a road); properly to 

be in the same way with, that is, to accompany (specifically as a disciple): - follow, 

reach. 

I had a prophetic word a few years ago, “If you just walk with God one step at a 

time, one day at a time, you’ll be at the right place at the right time and on 

time”. 

Are you accompanying God?  Are you allowing Him to accompany you?  When an 

accompanist is accompanying someone on their instrument, it is a dance.  The 

accompanist follows the instrumentalist and vice-verse.  There is an awareness of 

the other, a sensitivity to each other and where the other is at in every sense, and 

there is a support of each other, a commitment to progress through the piece.  That’s 

a picture of our relationship with the Holy Spirit in life and in hearing Him. 

IG1473 amG1510 theG3588 goodG2570 shepherd,G4166 andG2532 knowG1097 myG1699 sheep, 

andG2532 am knownG1097 ofG5259 mine.G1699 (Joh 10:14KJV+) 

 “I am the good Shepherd; and I know My sheep, and I am known by My own…” 

(John 10:14NKJV) 

Are you known, as in do you make yourself known to Him?  Do you pursue His heart 

and mind that He can make Himself known to you?  There is a dynamic between 

people that are intimate and know each other.  I can look at my husband and 

communicate to him with just a look.  Noone else will know what I am saying, but he 

will… why?  Intimacy.  I have made myself known to him and vice-versa.  Others 

won’t be as sensitive to my heart and what I may be saying because they don’t know 

me as well as he does.  I can look at one of my sisters and I will jus know things that 
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they aren’t vocalizing.  Why? I know them very well.  We have spent so much time 

together.  We even know what looks mean.  We know expressions; we understand 

each other well.  We sometimes don’t have to talk to communicate when we can see 

each other.   

Do we know God like this.  Have we allowed ourselves to be this vulnerable with 

Him? 

When someone is deaf and cannot hear anyone speaking, it does not mean that 

nothing is being said to them. Similarly, because someone is blind, it does not mean 

that it is always night time.  So it is with God.  Just because we can’t seem to hear 

Him or see Him it doesn’t mean that He is not speaking.  We may just not be 

sensitized to His voice, heart, mind and desires. 

The truth is God is a communicating God, who loves to speak to His people.  We 

need to tune our spiritual senses and learn how to interpret and apply what we 

“hear”.  I say “hear” because God can use all and any of our senses to speak to us.  

How God speaks to us Today 

The primary and only infallible way that God speaks to us is through the Bible.   

 ‘All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for 

every good work’.  2Tim 3v16-17 

The Bible reveals: 

 God’s heart 

 God’s principles for all areas of life 

 God’s will 

We should therefore seek to understand His heart, His principles and His will as 

much as possible through study of the Bible.  

We often hear God through our hearts, and our hearts are deceitful and wicked (Jer. 

17:9) therefore God’s speaking to us through our hearts can be tainted by our 

preconceived ideas, judgments, prejudices, filters, hurts and other things.  The 
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washing of the Word of God therefore, is essential to accurately hear and 

understanding what God is saying.   

“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a 

discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart”. (Heb 4:12) 

God speaks in many different ways today - some of them strange and some of them 

unusual, and some of them are very gentle.  This is one of the primary reasons why 

we do not recognize when God is speaking to us.  It is important to remember that 

He is the Creator and that His creativity is expressed in the way He communicates.  

In fact, we need to realize that God's voice is seldom really "a voice" as we know 

it.  In fact, we find examples of God using the voice of our regenerated conscience, 

His internal voice, audible voice, impressions, visions, dreams, trances and angels to 

speak.  Throughout the book of Acts we find God speaking to his people through all 

of these means. 

There are primarily four gifts of the spirit that are in operation where prophecy and 

the voice of God are concerned.  These include word of wisdom, word of knowledge, 

discerning of spirits and gift of prophecy (tongues and interpretation of tongues 

together can also be counted).  There are however, many different ways that God 

can speak to us with these gifts in operation.   

Levels of Revelation 

There are different levels of revelation in terms of hearing God.  Some types of 

revelation are of a higher order than others.  Lower levels include mental or spiritual 

impressions or perceptions, gentle internal visions, and the still small voice of God 

that we hear in our spirit.  These are all valid types of revelation, albeit lower levels of 

revelation.  Higher level revelations include open visions, angelic visitations, 

visitations of the Lord, vivid dreams, trances, being caught up in the spirit, and other 

prophetic experiences.  As a general rule, the higher the level of the revelation, the 

less subjective it is.  Having said that though, receiving a higher level of revelation 

does not necessarily equate to greater spirituality – God may have been trying to 

speak in gentler ways, but the person receiving the revelation may not have been 

listening or hearing, for example, Jonah.   
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The Components of a Prophetic Word 

There are 3 components of a prophetic word, or of a communication from God:  

 revelation 

 interpretation 

 application   

Interpretation and application are the most pivotal components.  Unfortunately, 

interpretation and application are where most people make mistakes.  We will 

therefore discuss the ways God speaks and then go on to discuss interpretation, 

symbolism and application. For example,  

I.  The Most Common Ways God Speaks To Us 

A.  The Word of God 

1.)  The Bible 

Prophecy is just a big term for the Word of God.  The Bible is the Word of God.  

There is no prophecy that should EVER contradict the Bible.  All prophecy is subject 

to the Bible, and principles contained therein.  There is no doctrine which should ever 

be built around prophecy.   

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 

for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2Ti 3:16-17NKJV) 

‘Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. (Psa 119:105NKJV) 

Say, for example, one is attempting to conclude a business deal.  It seems that a 

bribe will be necessary in order to obtain the contract.  Do I need to seek God to hear 

from Him about whether to pay bribe or not? No. I already know it because of the 

principles in His Word.  God’s prophetic word will never contradict His revealed 

Word.   

For example a couple in a relationship:  A born-again Christian is unmarried and is 

engaged in a serious relationship with an unbeliever.  They are considering marriage.  
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Should the Christian seek God for His will?  No. His will is already made clear in the 

Bible. 

2.) So-called ‘rhema’ word 

rhe ma - From G4483; an utterance (individually, collectively or specifically); by 

implication a matter or topic (especially of narration, command or dispute); with a 

negative naught whatever: - + evil, + nothing, saying, word. 

A distinction is often made between ‘rhema’ and ‘logos’, and this distinction I 

personally can’t justify completely from the use of the words and the greek meanings.  

However, for the descriptive purpose here, I will use the connotation of ‘rhema’.     

Logos - From G3004; something said (including the thought); by implication a topic (subject of 

discourse), also reasoning (the mental faculty) or motive; by extension a computation; specifically 

(with the article in John) the Divine Expression (that is, Christ): - account, cause, communication, X 

concerning, doctrine, fame, X have to do, intent, matter, mouth, preaching, question, reason, + reckon, 

remove, say (-ing), shew, X speaker, speech, talk, thing, + none of these things move me, tidings, 

treatise, utterance, word, work. 

There are different means that we may receive this type of word from God.  Some of 

them are included below: 

a.)  The words jump off the page of the Bible, as if they were written just for you.  

There is a heart connection with the words. 

For example:  This morning, just sensed that Psalm 23 was for me for today.  I 

haven’t been feeling physically well for the past few days and have been feeling 

weak and this week is a very full one.  As I prayed through the chapter, I just had a 

strong sense of His peace and undertaking on my behalf and the words on the page 

were written for me for today. 

b.)  God sometimes brings a specific Scripture to mind in a specific moment.  For 

example when in a moment where one could choose to take offence, remembering 

the scripture “It is to the glory of a man to overlook an offence”.  Or being in a 

moment where one is getting very angry and remembering, “Man’s anger does not 

work the righteousness of God.” 
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3.)  Biblically based preaching & teaching 

It is often through bible-based teaching and preaching that we come to know God’s 

principles, his heart and mind on various matters.  This may or may not pass through 

our heart and effect our emotions, but God is still communicating whether we ‘feel’ 

anything or not.  God’s heart, mind, principles can be shared before they apply to an 

individual, in fact God may want to implant these so that the hearers are prepared for 

what they may confront.  Often Christians treat church messages like fast food 

restaurants,- they only want tastes nice and satisfies their current taste buds, but just 

like a mom knows what’s healthy for her children, God knows what’s healthy and 

necessary for His children. 

4.)  Meditation on a scripture can bring revelation. 

For example:  This morning I was mediating and praying through Ps 23. 

“The Lord is my shepherd; 

I have everything I need (will lack nothing). 

He lets me rest [makes me lie down] in green pastures 

He gives me new strength [renews my soul].” Ps 23:1-2 Expanded version. 

This morning in the midst of a very demanding week, feeling a bit weak, sick, not 

being able to eat, my heart was encouraged that He would somehow give me rest in 

the midst of the situation.  That I wouldn’t lack strength, or anything else that I would 

need to fulfill what was required of me.  I felt strengthened and filled with peace. 

B.  Inner Witness or the Voice of our Conscience 

The inner witness is where the Holy Spirit gives you peace or a joy in your human 

spirit, when you are doing something, or mentally picturing doing something that is 

God’s will.  It is also a lack of peace or an uneasy feeling in your spirit when you are 

doing, or thinking of doing something which is not in God’s will.   

“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are the children of God” Rom 

8v16 

The spirit of a man is the lamp of the LORD, Searching all the inner depths of his  
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But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. And let the 

peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be 

thankful. (Col 3:14-15NKJV) 

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever 

things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things 

are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—

meditate on these things. The things which you learned and received and heard and 

saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you. (Php 4:6-9NKJV) 

Peace in our heart is the acid test and baseline of all leading of the Lord. Peace is 

the umpire who calls the faults in our lives. We should never go against the peace in 

our heart and the agreement of our conscience. 

“…And God’s peace which is far beyond human understanding, will keep your hearts 

and your minds safe in Christ Jesus”.Phil 4v7 

The Devil can speak to us and even quote Scripture but he can’t put peace in our 

heart! 

When the Holy Spirit is speaking to you it may not seem spectacularly supernatural, 

but there will be a witness or knowing in your heart.  For example there may be a 

check in your spirit, a dis-ease, a dispeace, or an uncomfortable feeling about it 

which is a warning. Or there may be a surge of life and joy when God is giving you a 

‘yes’.  

If the ‘yes’ is concerning doing something, it doesn’t necessarily mean do it now, right 

away.  There is an understanding needed of times and seasons, of processes and 

what God is doing before launching in and doing whatever the peace was about.  

Oftentimes prophetic people can feel the word and the peace so very strongly, they 

think it must be for now and they assume they know who or what the word is for.  It is 

wise to take a step back and pray and ask God a few questions regarding 

understanding the application of the word before launching out. 
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C.  Through other People  

God speaks to us through other people.   

1.) Through those in authority over us 

God particularly uses those in authority over us such as pastors and parents 

especially our leaders and those God has delegated authority to for our lives.   

Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, 

as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that 

would be unprofitable for you. (Heb 13:17NKJV) 

You are witnesses, and God also, how devoutly and justly and blamelessly we 

behaved ourselves among you who believe; as you know how we exhorted, and 

comforted, and charged every one of you, as a father does his own children, that you 

would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory. For this 

reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of 

God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in 

truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.(1Th 2:10-

13NKJV) 

2.)  Through mentors and those more mature and experienced than us 

He also speaks through those more mature and experienced than us.  The height of 

maturity is interdependence.  The maturity journey usually goes thus:  from 

dependence to independence to interdependence. 

The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But he who heeds counsel is wise. (Pro 

12:15NKJV) 

Without counsel, plans go awry, But in the multitude of counsellors they are 

established. (Pro 15:22NKJV) 

“Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.”  Prov 15v22 
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3.)  Through those we have invited to speak into our lives 

The Lord uses those we have made ourselves accountable to and invited to speak 

truth into our loves. This is obviously more effective the more truth and honesty and 

true accountability involved.   

Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, And in the hidden part You will make 

me to know wisdom. (Psa 51:6) 

Oh, send out Your light and Your truth! Let them lead me; Let them bring me to Your 

holy hill And to Your tabernacle. (Psa 43:3) 

Do not withhold Your tender mercies from me, O LORD; Let Your lovingkindness and 

Your truth continually preserve me. (Psa 40:11) 

The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, To all who call upon Him in truth.  (Psa 

145:18NKJV) 

Therefore, putting away lying, "LET EACH ONE OF YOU SPEAK TRUTH WITH HIS 

NEIGHBOR," for we are members of one another. (Eph 4:25) 

that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every 

wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 

but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the 

head—Christ—from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every 

joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, 

causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. (Eph 4:14-16NKJV) 

If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not 

practice the truth. But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship 

with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

(1Jn 1:6-7NKJV) 

4.)  Our spouse 

If you are married your main source of counsel alongside your Bible and the Holy 

Spirit, should be your spouse. 
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Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is head of the 

wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. 

Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own 

husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 

church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the 

washing of water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, 

not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without 

blemish. So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who 

loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and 

cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. (Eph 5:22-29) 

5.)  Through fellow believers and discussions around the Word of God 

“speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 

making melody in your heart to the Lord…” (Eph 5:19) 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing 

one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 

hearts to the Lord.” (Col 3:16) 

6.) Any other person or child 

In the Old Testament, God spoke through a donkey.   

But God was very angry when he went, and the angel of the LORD stood in the road 

to oppose him. Balaam was riding on his donkey, and his two servants were with 

him. When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the road with a drawn 

sword in his hand, it turned off the road into a field. Balaam beat it to get it back on 

the road. Then the angel of the LORD stood in a narrow path through the vineyards, 

with walls on both sides. When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, it pressed 

close to the wall, crushing Balaam's foot against it. So he beat the donkey again. 

Then the angel of the LORD moved on ahead and stood in a narrow place where 

there was no room to turn, either to the right or to the left. When the donkey saw the 

angel of the LORD, it lay down under Balaam, and he was angry and beat it with his 

staff. Then the LORD opened the donkey's mouth, and it said to Balaam, "What have 

I done to you to make you beat me these three times?" Balaam answered the 
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donkey, "You have made a fool of me! If only I had a sword in my hand, I would kill 

you right now." The donkey said to Balaam, "Am I not your own donkey, which you 

have always ridden, to this day? Have I been in the habit of doing this to you?" "No," 

he said. Then the LORD opened Balaam's eyes, and he saw the angel of the LORD 

standing in the road with his sword drawn. So he bowed low and fell facedown.  Num 

22:22-31) 

For example what happened in Woolworths:  “Sometimes God delays you to protect 

you from something.” 

For example my sons:  Samuel when he was just about 3 years old.  Jaedyn and 

having same dream as me about a snake (on the same night as me).  Daniel and 

giving me a hug (communicates love from God).   

to be continued next week 


