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School of the Prophetic Lesson 7 

Prophetic Protocol 

Paul Nyamuda 

The Challenge of Protocol  

1. You want to flow in the Spirit yet there are governmental dynamics with which 

to contend. 

2. You are hearing from God, who is the ultimate authority, but you still need to 

yield to earthly authorities. 

3. You feel things so strongly yet have to control how you release the word.  

4. You see things so clearly yet you don’t always know what’s to be shared.  

5. You are aware of the consequences of the recipient’s non-response yet it’s 

outside your control. 

6. You still have to deal with your inner issues of rejection and   

misunderstanding. 

Parameters for Prophetic Ministry:  Protocol and Etiquette 

Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy. 

2For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to people but to God. Indeed, 

no one understands them; they utter mysteries by the Spirit. 3But the one who 

prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort. 

4Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies themselves, but the one who prophesies 

edifies the church. 5I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would 

rather have you prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who 

speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church may be edified.  

(1 Cor. 14:1-5) 

1. The guidelines in scripture are from God. They are not mere 

suggestions. 

37If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge 

that the things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord.           

(1 Cor. 14:37) 



2 
 

 

The pastoral context is a beneficial one because it assists prophetic people in 

learning to see different sides of the same coin.    

2. It’s important to passionately desire the gift of prophesy. 

Follow afterG1377 charity,G26 andG1161 desireG2206 spiritualG4152 gifts, butG1161 ratherG3123 

thatG2443 ye may prophesy.G4395 (1Co 14:1) 

Desire – G2206) - zēloō (dzay-lo'-o) 

From G2205; to have warmth of feeling for or against: - affect, covet (earnestly), 

(have) desire, (move with) envy, be jealous over, (be) zealous (-ly affect). 

Some theologians call it “lusting after”. 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 

stewards of God's grace in its various forms. (1Pe 4:10) 

need to Seizing the gifts, lay hold of.  

Take all you can get of the gift and don’t let false humility get into the way.  Seize 

and lay hold of the gift.  There is a spiritual aggression required oftentimes in laying 

hold of these gifts. 

What are your kids like when it comes to presents? They are not that polite. There is 

a demanding streak in them. They will even take presents that belong to others, or 

that don’t have their name on. 

3. Remember that functioning in this gift is not a reflection of your 

maturity. 

When you understand this it helps you to be humble.  It also helps you not to place 

people on a pedestal because of their gift. 

1It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper 

country and came to Ephesus, and found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you 

receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said to him, “No, we have not 
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even heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 3And he said, “Into what then were you 

baptized?” And they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the 

baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after 

him, that is, in Jesus.” 5When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the 

Lord Jesus. 6And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on 

them, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying. 7There were in all 

about twelve men.  (Acts 19:1-6)    

4. When you prophesy you are representing God. 

Prophecy means to speak for another. God shares His secrets with you, His friend, 

and you represent Him in sharing them with others.   

When you communicate, be sure to communicate who God is whilst communicating 

what He is saying.  Sometimes we communicate the message accurately, but we 

don’t communicate an accurate portrayal of His heart or the heart behind the 

message.  It’s crucial to reflect God’s heart and character. 

And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "See that you do not do that! I 

am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. 

Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." (Rev 19:10) 

Other points to bear in mind in this regard: 

 Stay close to Jesus because He is always talking.   

 Distinguish between when you are talking and when it’s God.  

 Don’t use the prophetic to manipulate people to do what you want them to do. 

 Don’t’ use the prophetic to flatter someone you rebuked yesterday. It means 

you are using the prophetic for your own ends and not God’s. Self must die. 

 Be careful of letting your emotions leak through. Get your emotions 

aligned with God’s at the time. Laugh when He is laughing and cry when 

He is.  

One person said “God says I hate all your guts” and people started 

repenting. 
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5. Prophecy in a local church is for edification, exhortation and comfort. 

But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. He 

who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. 

(1Co 14:3-4) 

This is a working definition of New Testament prophecy.  

6. Don’t confuse the gifts. 

Word of knowledge isn’t the same as prophecy. Word of knowledge is spectacular. If 

you just give prophesy people are not always as impressed. Don’t let that determine 

what you do. It’s not a popularity contest. There is the gift of: 

 prophecy, 

 discerning of spirits, 

 word of knowledge, 

 word of wisdom, 

 tongues and interpretation of tongues. 

 

7. Prophetic behaviour doesn’t have to be weird. 

Prophetic people often scare pastors because of their weirdness.  Try to have a life 

and relationships outside prophesying. Some people hide behind prophetic words 

instead of bonding and connecting.  

 Don’t let your behaviour be a stumbling block. 

 Don’t do anything strange without a clear leading from the Lord. 

 Don’t assume that everything you experience is to be shared with everyone 

you know. Some experiences can be misunderstood and lead immature 

people to lose focus.  

I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. 

Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know--God knows. And I know 

that this man--whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God 

knows-- was caught up to paradise and heard inexpressible things, things that no 

one is permitted to tell. (2Co 12:2-4) 
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Don’t think that it’s God just because it sweaty, loud and long. It doesn’t have to be 

loud or extra soft either.  There is no need to be religiously weird. There is  

authentically weird and there is religious weirdness.    

8. Don’t confuse the gift of prophesy with the office of prophet. 

Gk - Charisma (1 Cor 12, 14) as opposed to  Gk - Doma (Eph 4:8) 

 Spirit of Prophesy 

Saul managed to prophesy. Unsaved people can prophesy.  Small children can 

prophesy.  Don’t be too impressed with yourself when you prophesy. 

 Gift of Prophesy – a gift given to you by the discretion of the Holy Spirit 

It’s in you and you can use it regularly.   

Paul Caine says “a real prophet is known more for what he doesn’t say than he what 

he says.” 

Be careful of people’s demands. You don’t have to prophesy to everyone. People 

end up re-queueing up . You must know how to steward the gift. Do what you see 

the Father doing. 

 Prophetic mantle – e.g. Elisha got this from Elijah 

You see this on intercessors and evangelists when they hang around prophets. 

 Office of the Prophet 

Governs and steers and it’s broader than the gift.  

Try to understand in what capacity you are functioning. 

9. Governed by love and respect. 

Pursue love. Love is the foundation for spiritual gifts. Ask yourself about your 

compassion for the recipients of your gift.  
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When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were 

harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. (Mat 9:36) 

Out of Jesus’s compassion came the power. 

Do to others as you would have them do to you. "If you love those who love you, 

what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. (Luk 6:31-32) 

What does this look like?  

 Tenderness, humility, kindness. 

 Show respect when you prophesy. 

 Don’t do anything embarrassing or harmful without the person’s permission.  

 Pray for those you prophesy to. Praying for people helps to protect your heart 

from showmanship. 

 

10.   Function in an orderly manner. 

But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way. (1 Co 14:40) 

For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all may be exhorted; 

and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets; for God is not a God of confusion 

but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.  (1 Co 14:31-33) 

You can’t say “The unction to function was so strong I just couldn’t help........” 

You are responsible for how you conduct yourself as well as what comes out of your 

mouth. 

11.   Distinguish between prayer and prophecy when you are ministering. 

Sometimes instead of prophesying we end up having general intercession. This ends 

up taking longer and the impetus of the meeting can be lost. 

 

12.   Remember that we prophesy in part. 

 “For we know in part, we prophesy in part…”  (1 Co 13:9) 
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 Don’t share a prophecy as if it’s the sum total of what God is saying in the 

person’s life.  

 Teach the uninitiated how to judge for themselves, how to get counsel and 

how to look in the Word.  

 You don’t have to say “Thus says the Lord.” Rather say “I sense” or “I 

believe”. If it is God it is still so powerful.  

 In the Old Testament there were so many other gods on the scene that they 

would have to emphasis which one was speaking by saying “Thus says the 

Lord God Jehovah.” 

 “Thus says the Lord.” 

 “Does this mean anything to you?” 

 

13.   Be careful to stay in the word. 

The Spirit and the Word always agree. 

There was a lady who called God Baal. She gave a good word but called Him Baal 

because of her biblical illiteracy. 

God anoints your heart not your theology so there are people that are anointed but 

not theologically sound. 

14.   Understand the boundaries. 

What are you responsible for? The message.  What are they responsible for? 

Judging the prophecy and obeying it or rejecting it. 

15.  Don’t feel pressure to interpret everything you see. 

God likes interdependency and there may be others around you that can interpret 

what you see. Often the vision can mean something quite personal to the recipient.  

16.   Sometimes it’s better to share the interpretation than the vision. 

Some descriptions of visions just confuse and don’t edify. 
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17.   Start simple. 

Don’t try to be mystical and deep and wordy. Be practical and simple. The prophetic 

doesn’t have to be weird. What prophetic images do you have? Sometimes my 

strongest prophetic delivery has been said in the most natural way. Don’t be too 

wordy justifying and covering your bases. That can take away from the word.  

Be careful of “Yay yees” King James Language”. 

Start at the bottom as opposed having to prophecy in front of the church. Polish your 

gift with the butlers and bakers in the prison instead of trying to get to the pharaohs. 

Take your gift to the marketplace instead of always trying to impress church people. 

If you are so gifted prophetically then do so out there and your pastors will take 

notice. Start with your kids. When was the last time you prophesied over your family 

members? 

18.   Be careful when soliciting feedback. 

We all learn in the process. Sometimes you won’t get feedback. Don’t fear failure. 

God allows you to look stupid even if it was correct. This is the test of 

misunderstanding. 

Eg.  Me and the word of knowledge about losing a teeth.  

E.g. Saying birthday is September 31st but God told you it was last day of September 

ie the 30th. 

19.   Don’t be offended when people don’t respond to your word. 

John Wane vs John Wang 

20.   Be careful of dates, mates, babies  and names. 

Ask yourself about the impact of what you are saying.   Some things that can boost 

you might actually defile another.  Does the word point to Jesus?   Does the Word 

make them more dependent on Jesus?  Be careful of divination.  

21.   Be precise about what you mean when you call people up. 
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Paul Caine gave a word of knowledge that there were people with female problems; 

40 women and 4 men got up.  

22.   Don’t try to make it happen in the flesh 

This often happens due to comparisons with others. 

You can be admired until someone more accurate comes along. 

God told Larry Randolph to “Shut Up” because he really wanted to know people’s 

names. God gathers his church to edify and encourage.  

Be careful of starting in the spirit and ending in the flesh. 

23. Submit your gift to spiritual authority. 

To have authority you must be under authority. 

Now Jesus started on His way with them; and when He was not far from the house, 

the centurion sent friends, saying to Him, "Lord, do not trouble Yourself further, for I 

am not worthy for You to come under my roof; 7for this reason I did not even 

consider myself worthy to come to You, but just say the word, and my servant will be 

healed. 8"For I also am a man placed under authority, with soldiers under me; and I 

say to this one, 'Go!' and he goes, and to another, 'Come!' and he comes, and to my 

slave, 'Do this!' and he does it."…( Luke 7:6-8) 

 Study the structure of the ministry environment in which you function.   

 The gift of prophecy must work in conjunction with other the other gifts.  

 Stay away from areas of contention when you are ministering in a different 

church. 

 Respect any time allocations that you have been given. 

 Know who you are allowed to minister to. Try to do it in conjunction with their 

pastors as opposed to parking-lot prophecies.  

 If you have a word for a visiting pastor then you should approach them via 

your own pastoral leadership. 

 

 



10 
 

24. Stay within your measure of faith. 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself 

more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according 

to the measure of faith that God has assigned.  Rom 12:3 (ESV) 

not boasting beyond our measure, that is, in other men's labours, but with the hope 

that as your faith grows, we will be, within our sphere, enlarged even more by you, 

16so as to preach the gospel even to the regions beyond you, and not to boast in 

what has been accomplished in the sphere of another.…( 2 Cor 10:15-16) 

 Some have a different measure of faith in using their gift. 

 Ask God to show you what you are not called to. 

 Some people can write the book “Honey I shrunk the church” because they 

are not called to pastor. 

 

25. Don’t rely too much on physical manifestation in order to prophesy. 

For example only prophesying when you have a twitch in your finger or burning in 

your stomach. Don’t put God into a box. 

 

 


