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A Dedicated Life 

 

4. Carnality and Self-glorification 

This becomes the driving force in your life. Doing it for your own praise and glory. This includes 

boasting in the flesh. When you boast in your flesh then there is no room for God’s holiness (His 

otherness) to manifest. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:28-30 

He chose the lowly and despised things of the world, and the things that are not, to nullify the 

things that are, 29so that no one may boast in His presence. 30It is because of Him that you are in 

Christ Jesus, who has been become for us wisdom from God: our righteousness, holiness, and 

redemption.… 

 

God’s Alternative 

 

Purity  in areas unseen 

This is congruity. You are as spiritual as your thoughts. Who am I when no one is watching? If 

there was a loud speaker announces your thoughts would you still feel comfortable? Very often 

our plans and motives seem pure to us. Proverbs 16:2. Am I diligent in my research only to save 

myself from embarrassment or do I fear the Lord and want to give him glory? Do I love the 

people? 

 

Proverbs 16:1-2 NASB 

The plans of the heart belong to man, But the answer of the tongue is from the LORD. 2All the 

ways of a man are clean in his own sight, But the LORD weighs the motives. 

 

 

5. The Fear of the Lord has departed 

1 Peter 3:14-15 

But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not 

be frightened.” 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord……. 

 

 

Proverbs 29:25 

NIV 

Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe. 

 

New Living Translation 

Fearing people is a dangerous trap, but trusting the LORD means safety. 

 

Dedicate your life to God. “If you need others to fill you, you are controlled by them.” Ed Welch. 

 

Assessment: Signs of fear of man 
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1. You feel unnecessarily embarrassed and exposed when people are watching you. There is no 

self-acceptance. 

2. You feel unhealthily anxious around people, to the point of avoidance. 

3. You struggle with peer pressure. It’s just a euphemism for the fear of man. 

4. You over rehearse or replay conversations. 

5. You over-explain yourself to people. This is an attempt to control their opinion of you.  

6. You are not candid. Too much self-censorship. You minimize what you really want to say.  

7. You are a people-pleaser you can’t say “NO”. The result is that you are always late or 

overcommitted. 

8. You see man as your source. Your source of promotion, validation and happiness. 

9. You constantly project your false self.  This is a self-protective mechanism.  

10. You struggle to make yourself vulnerable and as a result you can’t be emotionally intimate. 

11. You are more concerned about “saving face” with people than God’s opinion. 

12. You are indecisive; second guessing yourself because of your fear of other people’s opinion. 

13. You lie and exaggerate almost uncontrollably in order to be validated by others. 

14. Your mood is controlled by the praise and rejection of man. 

15. You are controlled and triggered by other people’s emotional state. 

 

 

God’s Alternative 

 

The antidote to the fear of man is the fear of the Lord 

 

Romans 3:17-18 

and the way of peace they have not known; 18there is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

 

Proverbs 8:13 

The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way 

And the perverse mouth I hate. 

The fear of the Lord will be seen in what you hate. 

 

When the fear of the Lord is constantly before your eyes, there are things you won’t joke about 

and laugh about because you know that they grieve God and you. 

 

 

The Fear of the Lord 

 

Acts 5:29 

Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings! 

 

Acts 4:18 -19 The Fear of the Lord in our lives results in freedom from the fear of man. 
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Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of 

Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him? 

You be the judges! 

  

 

God consciousness is primary 

Isaiah 26:3 

You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, all whose thoughts are fixed on you! 

 

English Standard Version 

You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you. 

 

6. A Seared Conscience 

One of the results of the absence of the fear of the Lord is a seared conscience. How responsive are 

you to God’s Word.  

 

1 Tim 4:1-3 

Now the Spirit expressly states that in later times some will abandon the faith to follow deceitful 

spirits and the teachings of demons, 2influenced by the hypocrisy of liars, whose consciences are 

seared with a hot iron. 3They will prohibit marriage and require abstinence from certain foods 

that God has created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the 

truth.… 

 

God’s Alternative 

You are quick to repent 

True repentance 

 

2 Cor 7:8-11 

Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did regret it—I see that my 

letter hurt you, but only for a little while— 9yet now I am happy, not because you were made 

sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God 

intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. 10Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads 

to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 11See what this godly sorrow 

has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, 

what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At every point you 

have proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter. 

Are you apologizing from your heart or is it apology to control a relationship? 

The Apology Conversation 

1. Admission of guilt/Confession 

“This is what I did and this is the impact I think it had on you.” 
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2. Remorse 

“I am sorry. I regret what I did. I wish I had not done it. I never want to do this again.” 

 

3. Restitution 

“This is what I am going to do in an attempt to make up for it.” “This is my action plan to hopefully regain 

your trust in this area.” 

 

4. Reconciliation 

“Will you please forgive me for this? I can’t demand your forgiveness but I would like this relationship to be 

restored." 

 

5. Request 

In the process it’s also good to end with a request for some kind of support. It could sound something like 

this: 

“This has been an area of weakness for a long time; please pray for me that I will overcome it.” 

 

“As I endeavour to work on this, please hold me accountable by asking me about it from time to time.” 


