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Personal Revival (Part 1) 

Sliding Forward 

In this message I will give an introduction to personal revival, followed by a narrative 
on how Jesus challenged a particular local church with regards to this. From there I 
will conclude by focusing on one of the key aspects that Jesus addresses in personal 
revival. 

 

What is revival? 

 

revive (v.) Look up revive at Dictionary.com 

early 15c., "return to consciousness; restore to health," from Middle French revivre 
(10c.), from Latin revivere "to live again," 

Personal revival takes place when all that was dormant in your life begins to live 
again. Whatever was unhealthy begins to experience health. 

Personal revival will translate to national revival. It’s what John Eldredge calls  

The Allure of Holiness: 

If you want to turn your children off to Jesus, ignore holiness (or choose the technical 
rule-keeping impostor). Be a jerk and then insist the family pray at mealtimes; let 
them see you lie to your boss or your aging parents and then insist you all go to 
church. Want to turn your neighbors off to Christianity? Let them see you yell 
something nasty at your dog, then head off all dressed up for Sunday morning 
service. It is the lack of holiness that has clouded our “witness” in this world. Thank 
God the opposite holds true as well: the beauty of the lives of God’s true friends is 
the sweetest and most winsome argument for Jesus there could ever be. 

I love the people I get to work with at Ransomed Heart. They are some of the finest 
people I have ever had the honor of knowing. What joy it brings me to hear from the 
folks who attend our events that it was the lives of my friends that brought them to 
Jesus Christ. “I saw the beauty of their marriage.” “I saw the beauty of their walk with 
God.” “They were so kind to me.” “They are so filled with integrity and strength.” “It 
was their generosity.” Wow. Isn’t that wonderful? Isn’t that just how it should be? I 
feel like David, who wrote, “As for the saints who are in the land, they are the 
glorious ones in whom is all my delight” (Psalm 16:3). We are meant to be the 
glorious ones, friends. 

 

We are in a season of personal revival. Let’s agree: 

1. Revival of your prayer life 
2. Revival of the fear of God in your life 
3. Revival of your moral compass and awareness 
4. Revival of your dependency on God 
5. Revival of your passion for ministry and serving 
6. Revival of your personal growth and development 
7. Revival of a sharp and sound mind 
8. Revival of your compassion  
9. Revival of your giving and generosity 
10. Revival of your passion for the Word 
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11. Revival of joy in your heart 
12. Revival of praise and worship in your life 
13. Revival of gratitude 
14. Revival of power and spiritual gifts 
15. Revival of  your dreams 
16. Revival of your ability to hear God’s voice 

 

Writing as a senior pastor, and former Old Testament professor, Raymond C. 
Ortlund Jr. provides a vivid description of revival:  

When God rends the heavens and comes down on His people, a divine power 
achieves what human effort at its best fails to do. God’s people thirst for the ministry 
of the Word and receive it with tender meltings of soul. The grip of the enslaving sin 
is broken. Reconciliation between believers is sought and granted. Spiritual things, 
rather than material things, capture people’s hearts. A defensive, timid church is 
transformed into a confident army. Believers joyfully suffer for their Lord. They 
treasure usefulness to God over career advancement. Communion with God is 
avidly enjoyed. Churches and Christian organizations reform their policies and 
procedures. People who had always been indifferent to the gospel now inquire 
anxiously. And this type of spiritual movement draws in not just the isolated straggler 
here and there but large numbers of people. A wave of divine grace washes over the 
church and spills onto the world. That is what happens when God comes.  

 

God wants to break us free from stagnation. In the Christian life if you STOP, it 
means you are going backwards.  

 

Being a Christian is like riding a bicycle, you have to keep moving or else you 
will fall. 

 

Instead of backsliding, we need to slide forward. 

 

Sliding Forward 

Revelation 2:1-7 

“To the angel[a] of the church in Ephesus write: 

These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the 

seven golden lampstands. 2 I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I 

know that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be 

apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3 You have persevered and have endured 

hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. 

4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. 5 Consider how far 

you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to 
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you and remove your lampstand from its place. 6 But you have this in your favour: You hate 

the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 

7 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is 

victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. 

This passage of scripture shows us 7 things that Jesus takes note of and commends. Others 

may not, but He does. This helps us to see how to slide forward. 

1. Our hard work 

2. Our perseverance  

3. Intolerance of wicked people 

4. Testing false claims 

5. Endurance of hardship and not growing weary 

6. First Love (Take responsibility, its YOU who has forsaken it) 

7. Hating specific practices that He hates 

They were doing well in 6 out of the 7. We often read this scripture and focus on the one 

thing they were not doing and we forget about the 6 that Jesus commends them on. The 

church at Ephesus was a great church. Perhaps if you were assessed by Jesus you might 

have 5 out of the 7 or 1 out of the 7. We need to look at Jesus’ criteria not our own. How 

many of us value Testing false claims or perseverance. The revived person is strong in all of 

these. Maybe for you its number 7. What practices has God called you to hate instead of 

tolerate. To get right we need to repent. There are consequences to not repenting. When 

Jesus was speaking to other churches he highlighted some of these factors so they are 

important. For example in Rev 2:20 to the church in Thyatira He challenges them for 

tolerating the Woman Jezebel. He states that this is the one thing He has against them. 

Ask yourself questions around all 7 of these. If you are string in them you SLIDE 

FORWARD. Jesus addressed the churches partly to protect and redirect them from slumber 

in specific areas. This is a spiritual GPS system.  

Revival of First Love 

This is seen in your time spent with Him. When you love someone then you want to 

spend time with them.   Here are some keys to sliding forward in prayer. 

1. Realise how far you have fallen (Rev 2:5) eg we can watch hours of TV but not 

pray. 

2. Know that your prayers make a difference 

3. Make an appointment with the Lord 

4. Know that Jesus is waiting for you 

5. Give God your best time 

6. Establish what is important and then organise everything else around it. 

7. Keep your motives  pure 

8. Remain dependent on God knowing that the greater your responsibility the 

greater the need to pray 

9. Understand the difference between prayer, watching, waiting and wrestling 

10. Learn to linger on a topic – there are things He only reveals after a few 

questions 
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11. Know that prayer is also about hearing and recording 

12.  List your agenda (prayer list) 

13. Prepare for the next day (put together the list the night before) 

14. Time yourself 

15. Don’t be afraid of using crafted prayers if you agree with them and the 

theology 

16. Develop key categories to pray into: 

 Yourself 

 Your marriage 

 Your children 

 Your extended family 

 Your nation and various domains 

 Your business or career 

 Your advancement 

 Your health and protection 

 Your pastors and pastors that you know 

 Your friends and neighbours 

 Your clients 

 Your peers at work 

 Your day ahead 

 Your plans 

 Outreaches 

 Church growth 

 Miracles 

You can pray the word over all these areas. 

 


