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Leadership Principles from the Life of Jesus 

Tracy Nyamuda – School of Leadership Series 

 “For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is 

Jesus Christ” 1 Cor. 3:11. 

 

1. Jesus was mission minded 

Jesus was all about purpose and seasons.  He understood his time of 

preparation.  He understood when it was His time to start ministry.  He knew 

when His ministry was to the crowds, and He knew when to begin to focus His 

ministry on training and preparing His disciples for His departure.  He was 

mission minded.  Purpose oriented.  

“Don’t misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the law of 

Moses or the writings of the prophets. No, I came to accomplish their purpose. 

I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not even the smallest 

detail of God’s law will disappear until its purpose is achieved.”  Mt. 5:17-18. 

 He knew and understood why He was here. 

 Why are you on earth? 

 Do you understand what God has put in your hand? 

 Can you see the gifts and passions and desires that God has given 

you? 

“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares 

us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto 

Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
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Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 

hand of the throne of God.”  Heb. 12:1-2 

 Jesus had a race to run.  Jesus ran it with endurance. 

 We each have a race.  It’s no good me running your race, or vice 

versa.  When you run the race you haven’t entered, you can’t win a 

prize.   

For you created my inmost being; 

you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 

your works are wonderful, 

I know that full well. 

 My frame was not hidden from you 

when I was made in the secret place, 

when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 

 Your eyes saw my unformed body; 

all the days ordained for me were written in your book 

before one of them came to be.”  Ps 139:13-16. 

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”  Eph. 2:10 

A.  Jesus’ Galilean ministry:  

“Before daybreak the next morning, Jesus got up and went out to an 

isolated place to pray. Later Simon and the others went out to find him. 

When they found him, they said, “Everyone is looking for you.”  But Jesus 

replied, “We must go on to other towns as well, and I will preach to them, too. 

That is why I came.” So he travelled throughout the region of Galilee, 

preaching in the synagogues and casting out demons.”  Mk. 1:35-39. 

“Early the next morning Jesus went out to an isolated place. The crowds 

searched everywhere for him, and when they finally found him, they begged 

him not to leave them. But he replied, “I must preach the Good News of the 

Kingdom of God in other towns, too, because that is why I was sent.” So 
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he continued to travel around, preaching in synagogues throughout Judea.”  

Lk. 4:42-44. 

 Why were you sent?   

 Why are you here?   

 Are you purpose oriented, or needs oriented?  

 Are you mission minded,  

 Are you straightened towards God, or bent towards man? 

B.  Mount of Transfiguration: 

“Six days later Jesus took Peter and the two brothers, James and John, and 

led them up a high mountain to be alone. As the men watched, Jesus’ 

appearance was transformed so that his face shone like the sun, and his 

clothes became as white as light. Suddenly, Moses and Elijah appeared and 

began talking with Jesus.  Peter exclaimed, “Lord, it’s wonderful for us to be 

here! If you want, I’ll make three shelters as memorials —one for you, one for 

Moses, and one for Elijah.”  But even as he spoke, a bright cloud 

overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my dearly loved 

Son, who brings me great joy. Listen to him.” The disciples were terrified and 

fell face down on the ground.  Then Jesus came over and touched them. “Get 

up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” And when they looked up, Moses and Elijah 

were gone, and they saw only Jesus.  As they went back down the mountain, 

Jesus commanded them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen until the Son 

of Man has been raised from the dead.”  Then his disciples asked him, “Why 

do the teachers of religious law insist that Elijah must return before the 

Messiah comes?” Jesus replied, “Elijah is indeed coming first to get 

everything ready. But I tell you, Elijah has already come, but he wasn’t 

recognized, and they chose to abuse him. And in the same way they will also 

make the Son of Man suffer.” Then the disciples realized he was talking about 

John the Baptist.”  Mt. 17:1-13. 
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C.  The Feeding of the 5000 

“After this, Jesus crossed over to the far side of the Sea of Galilee, also 

known as the Sea of Tiberias. A huge crowd kept following him wherever he 

went, because they saw his miraculous signs as he healed the sick. Then 

Jesus climbed a hill and sat down with his disciples around him. (It was nearly 

time for the Jewish Passover celebration.) Jesus soon saw a huge crowd of 

people coming to look for him. Turning to Philip, he asked, “Where can we 

buy bread to feed all these people?” He was testing Philip, for he already 

knew what he was going to do.  Philip replied, “Even if we worked for months, 

we wouldn’t have enough money to feed them!”  Then Andrew, Simon Peter’s 

brother, spoke up. “There’s a young boy here with five barley loaves and two 

fish. But what good is that with this huge crowd?”  “Tell everyone to sit down,” 

Jesus said. So they all sat down on the grassy slopes. (The men alone 

numbered about 5,000.) Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks to God, and 

distributed them to the people. Afterward he did the same with the fish. And 

they all ate as much as they wanted. After everyone was full, Jesus told his 

disciples, “Now gather the leftovers, so that nothing is wasted.” So they picked 

up the pieces and filled twelve baskets with scraps left by the people who had 

eaten from the five barley loaves.  When the people saw him do this 

miraculous sign, they exclaimed, “Surely, he is the Prophet we have been 

expecting!” When Jesus saw that they were ready to force him to be their 

king, he slipped away into the hills by himself.”  Jn. 6:1-14. 

Read John 6:22-71.  This is a really interesting moment in Jesus ministry.   

i. He confronted ‘the crowds’ (Jn. 6:22-40) 

These are the people Jesus fed the day before.  They had wanted to make 

him king by force.  Now they address Him as “Rabbi” (v25). Jesus knew their 

real motives.   

Therefore they said to Him, “What sign will You perform then, that we may 

see it and believe You? What work will You do? Our fathers ate the manna in 

the desert; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat. ’” 
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 Then Jesus said to them, “ Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses did not give 

you the bread from heaven, but My Father gives you the true bread from 

heaven. For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives 

life to the world.” Then they said to Him, “Lord, give us this bread always.” 

  They wanted a free meal ticket.  They wanted a regular supply of free food 

by following Jesus.  They were after the gift and not the Giver!  We are told in 

1 Cor to eagerly desire spiritual things, especially gifts, but not more than the 

giver! 

 What about you? 

They sought the sign and not the one it signified!  Signs are there to point us 

to somewhere/someone. 

 What about you?  Do you seek the signs more than you seek the one 

they signify? 

They wanted natural bread not the ‘bread of life’ who could alone satisfy 

people’s eternal spiritual appetites.   

 Are you more desperate to have your natural needs fulfilled?  There 

hunger was a legitimate need.  We have legitimate natural needs.  Are 

we more focussed on these than on our spiritual requirements? 

“Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 

never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. But as I 

told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe” Jn. 6:35-36 

Jesus called a spade a spade.  I love this about Jesus.   

“For I have come down from heaven to do the will of God who sent me, not to 

do my own will” Jn. 6:38. 

 How about you?  His will is encapsulated in His Word.  Have you 

sought out His will.  Or are you comfortable in your ignorance?   

 What % of his will are you content to obey? 
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ii.    He confused ‘the Jews’ (Jesus’ hostile opponents) (Jn. 6:41-59) 

The Jews took exception to 2 things he said:   

‘I came down from heaven’ (v 42), because they knew his family; 

‘Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life’ (v. 52) they 

interpreted literally. 

Jesus didn’t qualify or seek to be understood.  Why?  He knew their hearts. 

iii.  He challenged his ‘disciples’ (Jn. 6:60-71). 

These included his 12 disciples and the larger group of followers.  They also 

struggled with his teaching, interpreting it literally ‘This is a hard teaching!  

Who can accept it?’ (v.60).  As a result many no longer followed him (v. 66).  

Most of us would have explained and re-explained our teaching as being 

figurative, so people would understand and our following and “influence” 

would remain in tact.  Jesus made no such effort.  He knew they were 

grumbling (v. 61).  He knew that “no one can come to Me unless the Father 

enables Him” (v.65). 

This miracle marked the end of Jesus’ second year and the beginning of His 

third year of ministry.  After this miracle the crowds wanted to force him to be 

king against his will.  They wanted a political deliverer to emancipate them 

from Roman rule.  Jesus rejected their political plan for him and explained his 

spiritual mission claiming, “I am the bread of life”.  At the end of this 

controversy, only his most faithful disciples remained.   

D.  Triumphal Entry: 

The next day, the news that Jesus was on the way to Jerusalem swept 

through the city. A large crowd of Passover visitors took palm branches and 

went down the road to meet him. They shouted, “Praise God! 

Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hail to the King of Israel!”  Jn. 12:12-13. 
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Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, 

“Hosanna!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  Mk. 11:9 

“Hosanna” means “please save us”.  It was an “acclamation of praise implying 

rulership” (Swanson 2001:§6057). 

 Are there people you have allowed to define you?  

 Is that definition in line with God’s? 

 Have you allowed a situation, a past, a family, a skin colour, a gender 

to define you?   

Jesus knew that He hadn’t come for this purpose.  He was not swayed by the 

crowds.  What was his response? 

“As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, “If 

you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but 

now it is hidden from your eyes. The days will come upon you when your 

enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you 

in on every side. They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within 

your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not 

recognize the time of God’s coming to you.”  Lk. 19:41-44 

Jesus wept.  He knew that they did not realise they had come to save them 

from sin, not from Roman rule.  He knew that they would reject Him and would 

later endure military destruction. 

 What is your response when people don’t understand your purpose?  

Do you fight them?  Do you try and make them understand?  DO you 

become offended?  Or do you carry the heart of your Father for them? 

 

 


