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Leadership Principles from the Life of Jesus 

Tracy Nyamuda – School of Leadership Series 

2. Jesus was conceived, anointed, empowered and led by 

the Holy Spirit  

Introduction: 

Last week we looked at how Jesus was mission-minded. 

This week we will continue looking at leadership principles from the life of 

Jesus. 

What do you think was God’s biggest idea ever for the redemption of man? 

A.  Conception 

“This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about:  His mother Mary 

was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she 

was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her 

husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public 

disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  But after he had considered 

this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son 

of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and 

you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people 

from their sins”.  Mt. 1:18-22. 

 Is what is conceived in you from the Holy Spirit?  Dreams, desires, 

aspirations, goals, business ideas? 

God appears to have little regard to the opinions of man.  The 

circumstances surrounding the conception and birth of God’s biggest idea 

(His plan for the redemption of man) were surrounded by controversy and 

probably malicious rumours.  Though the Holy Spirit was the source of 

conception, the situation could be easily misunderstood by many. 
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 Are you more aware of the opinions of man than the plans and 

purposes of God? 

 It seems like fear is often a hindrance to embracing God’s plans and 

purposes (“do not be afraid”). 

 When the Holy Spirit conceives a thing in you, He knows it’s name and 

it’s purpose. 

“The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the 

Son of God.”  Lk. 1:35 

 The things you are birthing, have they come from a place of being 

overshadowed by the Holy Spirit?   

 Are they from the Most High?   

 Or from a high place in your life?  Give examples of Ishmaels. Making 

decisions based on fear, competitiveness, pressure from others, 

pleasing a phantom (maybe it gets the most amount of praise in your 

family e.g.) or God’s purposes. 

“And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar 

Augustus that all the world should be registered. This census first took place 

while Quirinius was governing Syria. So all went to be registered, everyone to 

his own city.  Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, 

into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of 

the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, 

who was with child. So it was, that while they were there, the days were 

completed for her to be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, 

and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because 

there was no room for them in the inn.”  Lk. 2:1-7 

 This was God’s number 1 plan for the redemption of man.  And there 

was “no space for them” at the inn.  Ever felt like there was no space 

for you or your idea or dream that burns in your heart?  You are in 

good company.  There was “no space” for the birth of the Son of God.  
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God still provided.  And guess what?  It was just how He had planned 

it.   

 The things birthed by the Holy Spirit aren’t always wrapped in glamour. 

 The things birthed by the Holy Spirit are not always obvious to the 

naked eye, or natural mind.  In fact, sometimes they are contrary to our 

natural mind. E.g. P and TJ. 

B.  Empowered: 

“Then John gave this testimony:  “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as 

a dove and remain on him. And I myself did not know him, but the one who 

sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the 

Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy 

Spirit. ’ I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” Jn. 1:32-34. 

 In the Old testament the Holy Spirit would come upon people at certain 

times for certain tasks.   

e.g. Saul 

“When they came there to the hill, there was a group of prophets to meet him; 

then the Spirit of God came upon him, and he prophesied among them. And 

it happened, when all who knew him formerly saw that he indeed prophesied 

among the prophets, that the people said to one another, “What is this that 

has come upon the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?”  1 Sam 

10:10-11. 

e.g. Samson 

So Samson went down to Timnah with his father and mother, and came to the 

vineyards of Timnah.  Now to his surprise, a young lion came roaring against 

him. And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and he tore the 

lion apart as one would have torn apart a young goat, though he had nothing 

in his hand. But he did not tell his father or his mother what he had done….”  

Jg 14:5-6 
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 In Jesus’ case, the Holy Spirit came upon Him and remained upon 

Him.   

“You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, 

beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— how God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he 

went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the 

devil, because God was with him.”  Acts 10:37-38. 

The Holy Spirit enabled Jesus to minister in power.  Luke 7:22 has a summary 

of some of the evidence of this: 

“Then he told John’s disciples, “Go back to John and tell him what you have 

seen and heard—the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cured, the deaf 

hear, the dead are raised to life, and the Good News is being preached to the 

poor.”  Lk. 7:22. 

 If Jesus needed the Holy Spirit to minister in such a way, how much 

more do we? 

Jesus actually said it was better for him to leave earth because then He would 

ask the Father to send the Holy Spirit who would be with us all always (Jn 14 

& 15). 

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will 

never leave you. He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth…” Jn. 14:16 

“And while staying with them he (Jesus) ordered them not to depart from 

Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you 

heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit not many days from now” Acts 1:4-5 

The Holy Spirit is a person, and He assists us to operate in His power and 

gifts. 

“Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit” Lk. 4:14a 



 5 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will 

be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, 

throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth…” Lk. 1:8. 

We need the power of the Holy Spirit to lead and fulfil God’s purposes in and 

through our lives. 

It is not just a once off baptism in the Holy Spirit, but baptism in the Holy Spirit 

and then continual filling on a regular basis. 

The Holy Spirit was upon Jesus’ life, yet Jesus still withdrew regularly to pray 

and commune with God. 

“Before daybreak the next morning, Jesus got up and went out to an isolated 

place to pray…” Mk. 1:35 

“But Jesus often withdrew to the wilderness for prayer”.  Lk. 5:16 

 Do you know where your power comes from?  Jesus knew that He 

needed to rise early and pray. 

He operated in the gifts of the Spirit: 

i.  Word of knowledge:  “And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, 

saying, “Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God 

alone?”  But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, He answered and said to 

them, “ Why are you reasoning in your hearts? Which is easier, to say, ‘Your 

sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise up and walk’”  Lk. 5:21-22. 

ii.  Word of wisdom: “Then the Pharisees went and plotted how they might 

entangle Him in His talk. And they sent to Him their disciples with the 

Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that You are true, and teach the way of 

God in truth; nor do You care about anyone, for You do not regard the person 

of men. Tell us, therefore, what do You think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to 

Caesar, or not?”  But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, “ Why do 

you test Me, you hypocrites? Show Me the tax money.”  So they brought Him 

a denarius.  And He said to them, “ Whose image and inscription is this?”  
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They said to Him, “Caesar's.”  And He said to them, “ Render therefore to 

Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” 

When they had heard these words, they marveled, and left Him and went their 

way.”  Mt. 22:15-22. 

The Pharisees, a religious group, opposed the Roman occupation of 

Palestine. The supporters of Herod, a political party, supported Herod Antipas 

and the policies instituted by Rome. Normally these two groups were bitter 

enemies, but here they united against Jesus. Thinking they had a foolproof 

plan to corner him, together their representatives asked Jesus about paying 

Roman taxes. If Jesus agreed that it was right to pay taxes to Caesar, the 

Pharisees would say he was opposed to God, the only King they recognized. 

If Jesus said the taxes should not be paid, the supporters of Herod would 

hand him over to Herod on the charge of rebellion. 

iii.  Prophecy:  “When Jesus had said these things, He was troubled in spirit, 

and testified and said, “ Most assuredly, I say to you, one of you will betray 

Me.” Then the disciples looked at one another, perplexed about whom He 

spoke.  Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples, whom 

Jesus loved. Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask who it was of 

whom He spoke.  Then, leaning back on Jesus’ breast, he said to Him, “Lord, 

who is it?”  Jesus answered, “ It is he to whom I shall give a piece of bread 

when I have dipped it.” And having dipped the bread, He gave it to Judas 

Iscariot, the son of Simon.”  Jn. 13:21-26. 

 If Jesus needed the Holy Spirit, needed to regularly spend time in 

prayer, and needed to operate in the gifts of the Spirit, how about us? 

C.  Anointed: 

“Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit and news about him 

spread through the whole countryside. He was teaching in their synagogues, 

and everyone praised him.  He went to Nazareth, where he had been 

brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his 

custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed 

to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: “The Spirit of the 
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Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to 

the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 

recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the 

year of the Lord’s favor.”  Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 

attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were 

fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is 

fulfilled in your hearing.”  Lk. 4:14-20.   

Jesus was quoting Isaiah 61:1-2a, a messianic prophecy.  He was telling the 

truth.  He was claiming to be God!  They tried to kill Him, but He slipped away. 

 He was anointed by the Spirit.  The anointing does not belong to us.     

 He was anointed to…x….. for other people.   

 He was not afraid of misunderstanding 

 He did not feel threatened by the current regime or religious authorities.  

He was secure. 

 He was telling the truth and they tried to kill him.  Ever felt like that? 

“Don’t shoot the messenger, I’m just telling you the truth”. 

D.  Led: 

We need to be lead by God first, before we can lead.  

Examples of how God leads. 

“Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the 

wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil.”  Lk. 4:1 

 God doesn’t tempt, but He does allow testing and tests. 

 Jesus was led into a challenging situation. 

 Have we sold a cheap gospel?  If God allowed and required Jesus, His 

son to undergo such pain and suffering as the cross, because of His 

love for you and I, Would He possibly require some sacrifice for His will 

because He loves someone in your life and mine? 

 I have heard people saying “it feels right” a number of times recently, 

as if that is a justification for something being of God.  I wonder if it felt 
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right to Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane “Father, please take this 

cup from me, nevertheless, not my will but yours be done…”? 

 We cant be led by feeling alone.  They are inaccurate indicators of 

reality. 

 

Jesus cleanses the temple (first time): 

“Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. And He found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep 

and doves, and the moneychangers doing business. When He had made 

a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and 

the oxen, and poured out the changers’ money and overturned the tables. 

And He said to those who sold doves, “ Take these things away! Do not 

make My Father's house a house of merchandise!” Then His disciples 

remembered that it was written, “Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up.” 

 So the Jews answered and said to Him, “What sign do You show to us, 

since You do these things”.  Jn. 2:13-18. 

The Jewish religious authorities were quite upset by Jesus. They were 

ultimately in control of the temple and what happened there.  They must 

have been benefiting from the business happenings.  They would have 

lost income and possibly favour by Jesus’ actions. 

 Jesus was aware of His times and seasons.  He must have visited 

the temple many times at Passover during his life.  Most Jews went 

to Jerusalem for Passover.  He would have seen this set up each 

time He was there, but He refrained from doing anything about it 

until his time was at hand to do so. 

 Has God given you a blue print for something and you are trying to 

implement it where you are and He is saying it is for another time? 

 Has God placed something in your heart, and it is for another 

season? 
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Samaritan Woman at the Well: 

Jesus has been baptising in Judea and hears of John the Baptist’s arrest.  

He decides to go back to Galilee.  The Jews of the day would travel 

around Samaria, as the Jews and Samaritans had long standing rivalry 

around holy sites for worship.  John states that Jesus “had to go through 

Samaria” Jn. 4:4.  Jesus was compelled by the Spirit to go through 

Samaria.   

 Jesus encounter took place at the ‘sixth hour’ – midday.  Jewish 

women went to the wells sunrise and sunset when it was cool, and 

they went in groups.  She was going alone at midday suggesting 

she was unpopular with the other women. 

 It would have been unthinkable for a Jewish man to speak to a 

Samaritan woman.   

 Jesus started the conversation and gave her a word of knowledge.   

 Out of this conversation, revival broke out in that town. 

 Is God leading you somewhere that you would rather not go in your 

natural mind? 

 Is he leading you to a people group that you don’t feel drawn to in 

the natural? 

 What conversations does God want you to start or have? 

E.  Enabled: 

“How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 

offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that 

lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!”  Heb. 9:14 

 What is God enabling you to do in this season? 

 Finish something? 

 Show up? 

 Say something? 

 Love someone unlovable? 

 Minister in tiredness? 
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 Be kind? 

 Pray for someone? 

 Operate in the gifts of the Spirit? 

 Perform miracles? 

 Bring healing? 

 Reformation? 

 Speaking out? 

 Praying? 

Tell the story of one of our sons and church and finishing late. 

F.  He experienced the power of Resurrection by the Holy Spirit.   

“And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he 

who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 

because of his Spirit who lives in you.”  Rom 8:11 

 What area of your life needs the resurrection power of the Holy Spirit? 

 Are their dreams?  Desires?  Relationships? 

 What areas in the lives of people around you does God want to use 

you to bring resurrection power? 

 What areas in your work place, family, nation, continent, domain, does 

God want to use you to bring resurrection power? 

Conclusion: 

Jesus was mission minded 

Jesus was: 

 conceived by the Holy Spirit 

 anointed by the Holy Spirit  

 empowered by the Holy Spirit  

 led by the Holy Spirit  

 enabled by the Holy Spirit 
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and He experienced the resurrection power of the Holy Spirit as He submitted 

His life completely to the will of His Father. 

Altar call: 

1. Baptism in Holy Spirit 

2. Commitment to above and a commitment to obedience. 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Jesus carried the heart of his Father 

 

4.  Jesus was secure in his identity 

Baptism 

“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is 

more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 

clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the 

chaff with unquenchable fire.”  Then Jesus came from Galilee to the 

Jordan to be baptized by John. But John tried to deter him, saying, “I 

need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”  Jesus replied, 

“Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then John consented.  As soon as Jesus was baptized, he 

went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the 

Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. “  Mt. 3:11-16. 
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John’s baptism symbolised repentance.  Jesus was perfect.  He didn’t need to 

repent.  John and Jesus both knew this.  But Jesus was aware of His Father’s 

will,- that He fully identify with us and so be baptised to fulfil all righteousness. 

 Are we willing to fully identify with those God has called us to? 

 Are we willing to remove those “kingly robes” we attire ourselves with, 

whether it’s graces or privileges, or so-called “rights” and do what 

needs to be done to fulfil our Father’s will?  Are we will to do this even 

if it means being misunderstood or judged?  Jesus was the perfect son 

of God and was unapologetic in stating this.  Yet he chose to be 

baptised (symbolising repentance).  Some mouths would definitely 

have been talking about this! 

“You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.  Though he was 

God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 

 Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a 

slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form, 

he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a 

cross.”  Phil. 2:5-8. 

 


