
Maturity in Prayer  

 

Make a commitment to become mature in prayer 

1 Corinthians 13:11 

When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I became a 

man, I did away with childish things.  

 

There are things associated with immaturity that we need to undo. This immaturity will manifest in our 

prayers.  

 Immature Mature 
14 Prayer is an optional extra Prayer is a must do 

 
Devote yourself to prayer 
It mustn’t be a side act. It’s your go to thing. It’s your default. 
It’s not something you try to do as an optional extra.  
Col 4:2 
Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 
Rom 12:12  
Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, Faithful in prayer,  
 
 
Faithful sounds like something you are married to. How do we 
become unfaithful in prayer? We look at other sources. Some 
translations say constant  in prayer or persistent in prayer. The 
word faithful here speaks of “attend to constantly”. It’s the 
same word used for endure and persist. You endure when you 
are in pain and can’t see the light at the end of the tunnel. 
What stops you from being constant in prayer? We make a lot 
of progress in the spirit realm but often give up because we 
can’t see the results yet in the natural.  
God spoke to me about how he is often looking for someone 
to stand in the gap but finds no one. This is not because people 
are not attending prayer meetings or making appointments 
with God. The problem is that Gods schedule is not always 
ours. There are times he is looking for someone at odd times. 
When he says he found no one what exactly does it mean. 
Could it mean that He found people praying but they were not 
in tune with what was on His agenda to pray. 
Ezekiel 22:30 
"I looked for someone among them who would build up the 
wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I 
would not have to destroy it, but I found no one. 
Maybe the undevoted person still hears what God is saying 
but doesn’t fully pray it through. 

15 Prayers are not Spirit led 
 

You partner with the Holy Spirit in prayer 
Let the Holy Spirit pray through you 



Your prayers are limited to what you know 
in the natural.  
How often do you pray things that were 
not on your original list or details that 
emerge that you had not thought of.  

Romans 8:26-27 
26In the same way, the Spirit helps us in 
our weakness. For we do not know how we ought to 
pray, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groans too 
deep for words. 27And He who searches our hearts knows the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God.… 
 
Many people struggle with regards to praying Gods will. That’s 
why it’s useful to pray in the spirit and to also pray Spirit led 
prayers. One of the keys to this is yielding to Him. The Holy 
Spirit is Holy. Part of yielding to Him is being set apart, which 
is what holiness is. 

16 You do not come to God with expectation 
of anything great. 
 
It’s the same old same old. This happens in 
religion or in a climate of unbelief. 

You expect to receive more than you can imagine. 
Jer 33:3 
Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and 
unsearchable things you do not know.' 
 
NLT Ask me and I will tell you remarkable secrets you do not 
know about things to come. 
 
Eph 3:20 
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within 
us, 
 
NLT 
Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power 
at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might 
ask or think. 

 
The key is imagine and listen in prayer. What do you expect 
from God. How big is He? In Hebrews 11 it says He is a 
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.  
How audacious are your prayers? What things do you pray 
about? Use your imagination and stretch yourself in prayer. 
Can you see it? Are your healing prayers limited to headaches? 
Are your marriage prayers limited to survival? Are your church 
growth prayers generally limited? 

17 There is a disconnect between your 
praying and watching 

You mix prayer with watching 
1 Peter 4:7 
The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober 
mind so that you may pray. 
To view yourself soberly is to have an accurate view of 
yourself. Don’t be conceited or lax about important things. 
Watching involves an awareness of what both God and the 
enemy are doing or planning. God has an agenda for this time 
and we must be watching out for this. At the same time the 
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enemy also has a strategy against us and we must be 
watching.  

1. What’s your domain to watch? How do you you’re 
your post? Maybe its where you have compassion or 
where you are getting more prophetic words. 

2. Diagnosis – Nehemiah examined the walls. Jeremiah 
was assigned to uproot but he had to first figure out 
what. 

3. Listen 
4. Warn the people 
5. Create a new culture (build and plant) 

 
 

18 Impatient in God’s presence 
Microwave mentality. Instant everything. 
Fast food mindset 
Ps 106:13-15 
They quickly forgot what he had done; 
they did not wait for his instructions. 14 In 
the wilderness they had an insatiable 
craving for meat; they challenged God in 
the desert. 15 He granted their request, 
then struck them with a disease. ©NET 
 
When you don’t wait it is characterized by: 

 Forgetting (being oblivious to) 
God’s mighty deeds. 

 It then means you crave 
something else. 

 You begin to challenge God 

 You end up diseased 

You have learnt to wait on the Lord. 
Waiting involves the passing of time. 
The glory comes. There is a blessing to waiting. 
Lamentations 3:25 The LORD is good to those who wait for 
Him, To the person who seeks Him. 
 
Psalms 130:5-6 Waiting and hope go hand in hand 
5 I wait for the LORD, my soul does wait, And in His Word do I 
hope. 6 My soul waits for the Lord More than the watchmen 
for the morning; Indeed, more than the watchmen for the 
morning. 
 
Ps 27:13-14 
I would have despaired unless I had believed that I would see 
the goodness of the LORD In the land of the living. 14Wait for 
the LORD; Be strong and let your heart take courage; Yes, 
wait for the LORD. 
 
Psa. 37:9 For evildoers will be cut off, But those who wait for 
the Lord, they will inherit the land. 
 
Qavah – endure, be strong, thread on a rope, twist. So it’s not 
passive. 
 
Acts 1:4 
On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them 
this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift 
my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about 
 
Waiting here is “perimeno”. Steadiness despite the troubles 
all around you. 
Waiting on the Lord is one of the main biblical exhortations 
but one of the most difficult. 
What’s your alternative to waiting? Taking matters into your 
own hands. Getting depressed. Backsliding. 
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What are you waiting on the Lord for? 
Spouse to change? Health situation? Business Breakthrough? 
Other words in scripture for wait: 
Yachal – wait in hope (eagerness) 
Chakah – tarry, long for 
Damam – to be still, silent 
When you wait on the Lord you are reinforcing that He is your 
source of confidence and all things. 
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