
The Holiness of God 

 

In this series we will discuss the nature of God and also outline some of the counterfeits that we have created to distort 

how God has actually revealed Himself. We will also go into the implications on us the created beings. If God is a 

certain way then what are the implications for us? How then shall we live? In this message we will focus on the Holiness 

of God. The word Holy as pertaining to God means different, other or distinguished. The Greek word Hagios as 

pertaining to our holiness means set apart by God or for God, special to the Lord and wholly His for specific use. In The 

Knowledge of the Holy, A.W Tozer states “God is not now any holier than He ever was. And He never was holier than 

now. He did not get His holiness from anyone nor from anywhere. He is Himself the Holiness. He is the All-Holy, the 

Holy One; He is holiness itself, beyond the power of thought to grasp or of word to express, beyond the power of all 

praise….Language cannot express the holy, so God resorts to association and suggestion. He cannot say it outright 

because He would have to use words for which we know no meaning. He would have to translate it down to our 

unholiness. 

A lot of people today treat Holy like it is a swear word. They think holiness and grace don’t work hand in hand. The 

reality is that when we understand the depth of our sin, we begin to see how great His grace has been. Grace does 

not mean that God has lowered His standards. 

Only when we understand the holiness of God will we understand the depth of our sin. Billy Graham 

I will add to that: Only when we understand the depth of our sin will we realise the abundance of His grace 

towards us.  

Leviticus 11:44-45 
44I am the Lord your God; consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am holy. Do not make yourselves unclean by 

any creature that moves along the ground. 45I am the Lord, who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; 

therefore be holy, because I am holy. 

1 Peter 1:15-16 
15But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” 

Our holiness must always stem from a revelation of His holiness otherwise it becomes legalistic works. 

Holy is one of the ways God describes Himself. In many parts of the Bible people describe God based on their 

experience of Him, but there are times when God describes Himself.  

Recently people have debated where a particular well-known footballer is best positioned. In an interview where he 

was speaking, he has recently described which position he feels he is best used. It is powerful when someone can 

describe themselves.  

If you don’t want to be holy then you don’t want to be like God.  

Ps 96:9  

Worship the Lord in the splendour of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth. 

Holiness is beautiful. Hebrew people were comfortable with ambiguity and what seems like paradox unlike us. You 

can enjoy the beauty of His holiness whilst trembling before Him. The trembling does not nullify the beauty of His 

splendour.  

Ezekiel 36:23  

I will show the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, the name you have profaned 

among them. Then the nations will know that I am the Lord, declares the Sovereign Lord, when I am proved holy 

through you before their eyes. 

God’s holiness is important to Him. Qadash = holy. This is why He says He is jealous over us.  

 



Exodus 34:14  

Do not worship any other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God. 

He wants His name to be holy in our lives. He wants to be set apart in our lives. When He sees that this is not the 

case, He will often take us through a process that leads us to deeper consecration. The scripture here also shows us 

that we play a role in proving God holy in the world’s eyes. 

Ezekiel 38:23  

And so I will show my greatness and my holiness, and I will make myself known in the sight of many nations. Then 

they will know that I am the Lord.’ 

Our holiness must come from what we see in Him or else it will result in fleshly boasting that cannot survive in His 

presence. 

Exodus 33:18-23 
18Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”  19And the Lord said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of 

you, and I will proclaim my name, the Lord, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will 

have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 20But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see me 

and live.”  21Then the Lord said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. 22When my glory passes by, 

I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23Then I will remove my hand and 

you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.” 

 

Exodus 34:29-30 
29When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the covenant law in his hands, he was not aware 

that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the Lord. 30When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face 

was radiant, and they were afraid to come near him. 

In this passage we see the impact of coming into contact with such a holy and glorious God. In the Hebrew it is His 

hind quarters that Moses saw, yet he returned radiant that people were afraid to come near him.  

What is our response to His holiness? 

Phil 2:14–16  
14Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15so that you may become blameless and pure, “children of God 

without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky 16as you hold 

firmly to the word of life. And then I will be able to boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labour in vain. 

Many of us grew up eating from enamel plates whilst the “China” plates were set aside for the guests. They were for 

special use. In a sense those plates were holy. If you are truly holy then it means you understand that God has set 

you apart for special use. This is the sense we get when Paul instructs Timothy with regards to soldier not getting 

involved in civilian affairs. Soldiers are often a good example of this because of the type of discipline involved in the 

military. We saw this in the recent riots in South Africa. 

2 Tim 2:3-5  
3Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs 

of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier. 5Also if anyone competes as an athlete, 

he does not win the prize unless he competes according to the rules. 

1 John 1:5–6 
5This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we 

claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 

We have no fellowship if we are walking in darkness. We are living in an age where many quest for fellowship and 

intimacy with God outside of a revelation of His holiness. Your theology will always impact your morality. The 

starting point of true Christian character is a revelation of the Holiness of God.  

How different would your life be if you had a revelation that that you have been set apart by God and for God? 



Think of your greatest gifts and talents. How different would your life be if all your talents were set apart for 

God’s special use? 

The scriptures tell us that there is a link between purity of heart and seeing God.  

Matthew 5:8  

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

Again, many are trying hard to see God but not concerned about the condition of their heart. The concerning thing is 

that they convince themselves that they have seen and experienced God, but they have not. So they attribute 

certain experiences to God but it is just their soul.  

The sign that we know Him is that we obey His commands.  

1 John 2:3-6  
3By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4The one who says, “I have come 

to know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him;  5but whoever keeps His 

word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him:  6the one who says he 

abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked. 

Again, we are living in an age where people have separated knowledge and obedience. My friends, when you have a 

true revelation of God, you will walk in holiness because this is the essence of who God is.  

When the Hebrew people wanted to emphasize something. they used verbal repetition just like we use exclamation 

marks and bold or underline.  Holy is the only attribute of God that is emphasized in this way.  

Isaiah 6:1-3  
1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled 

the temple. 2Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they 

covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3And they were calling to one another:  “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 

Almighty;  the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

It is interesting that this is what they were calling out to each other. I believe that God is calling us to do the same 

today. To declare His otherness. To declare His might and glory and keep reminding each other of His majesty. This is 

how His glory will fill the earth. This is what magnifying the Lord is. It is about declaring His nature to all the earth. 

Declare His wondrous works. We do so by what we say and how we live. 

Isaiah 6:5  

Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my 

eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.” 

It is interesting to see what Isaiah’s response was to a revelation of God’s holiness. This interface with God produces 

brokenness which results in our sanctification. When people say they have been in God’s presence but continue living 

in the same luke-warm way, you wonder which presence they are talking about. 

Growing in grace is a deepening realization of our nothingness; it is a heartfelt recognition that we are not worthy 

of the least of God's mercies. - Arthur W. Pink 

The nearer a man lives to God, the more intensely has he to mourn over his own evil heart. Charles Spurgeon 

Rev 4:8-11 
8And each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around and within. Day and night 

they never stop saying: “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!”  9And whenever 

the living creatures give glory, honor, and thanks to the One seated on the throne who lives forever and ever, 10the 

twenty-four elders fall down before the One seated on the throne, and they worship Him who lives forever and ever. 

They cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 11“Worthy are You, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and 

power, for You created all things; by Your will they exist and came to be.” 

 



1 John 2:15 

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. 

When you love the world (find pleasure in the world’s system and order – Kosmos), you forfeit divine ability to 

become more like Christ. This is the work of Father in us.  

3962 patḗr – father; one who imparts life and is committed to it; a progenitor, bringing into being to pass on the 

potential for likeness. 

Being set apart means I do not love the world or anything in it: 

 I don’t boast of what the world boasts of 

 I am not proud of what the world is proud of 

 My identity is not in the same things 

It is not just about religious practice but the degree to which the fear of the Lord is operating in your life. 

How can you make it easier for God to lead you? Live like you are wholly His. 

1. Obey Him the first time He commands.  

2. Recognize that He bought you for a price; the blood of His Son. You belong to Him.  

3. Accept that His holiness is important to Him.  

4. Pray the prayer of consecration: My time is His, My money is His, My talent is His, etc. 

A. W. Tozer wrote concerning the desperate need for the church to revise its concept of God due to a very distorted 

conception of Him: It is my opinion that the Christian conception of God current in these middle years of the twentieth 

century is so decadent as to be utterly beneath the dignity of the Most High God and actually to constitute for 

professed believers something amounting to a moral calamity. Tozer goes on to say: the heaviest obligation lying 

upon the Christian Church today is to purify and elevate her concept of God until it is once more worthy of Him. 

(Knowledge of the Holy by A.W. Tozer). 

Closing Prayer 

Ps 139:23-24 

Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 24 See if there is any offensive way in 

me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 


