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Standing Firm through the Storms of Life

As | reflect on many in our congregation and community and our church in this
season, | want to encourage us all regarding standing firm in faith. Continuing to
stand and believe and trust God through whatever challenges come our way. We
have national challenges, power challenges, work place challenges, school
challenges, relational challenges, family challenges, personal challenges, financial
challenges, church challenges. None of us are immune or exempt from facing
challenges in this life! It is important that we learn to standing firm in the face of
resistance and opposition. Stand firm when things don’t go as we thought they would
or even should. Stand firm in the face of difficulties and trials. Stand firm in the face
of sorrow and loss. Stand firm in the midst of the battle. Stand firm when what we
thought would transpire didn’t. Stand firm when we face infirmity or delay,
disappointment or heartbreak. Stand firm when we are waiting for the breakthrough

or victory.

Scriptures are replete with historical accounts of men and women who experienced
various storms and challenges, and God was faithful in and through the
circumstances. Their breakthrough may have taken longer than they thought. It may
have taken a different route. It may have come with challenges and warfare, heart
ache and sorrow. It may not have looked like they thought it would. But | can
guarantee you this. When you study these accounts, those that trusted in God and
His faithfulness experienced his faithfulness. Sometimes we only have 20/20 vision
with hind sight. Our God remains the same. He is faithful to His Word. He does not
change. He is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. He is still the author
of life. He still works all things for the good of those who love Him as we pray it so.
He is still the Way Maker. In fact, we tend to only recognise His way-making ability
when the way is blocked and we need a miracle! He is still God of the breakthrough.
He is still our victorious Lord of Hosts. In times of difficulty and challenge it is
important that we stand firm in our hope and faith in the Lord. My prayer for you

today, whatever situation you find yourself in is:
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Rom 15:13 (NLT) I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy
and peace because you trust in Him. Then you will overflow with confident hope

through the power of the Holy Spirit.

The portion of scripture we will be primarily looking at today is Exodus 14. It is the
account of the Israelites crossing the Red Sea into the promised land. They had
been in Egypt for 430 years. They had come to be oppressed in the land that had at
one point been the place of their sustenance. They cried out to be delivered from
their oppressors. Even in this there is a lesson. At times, in order to help us move
on, the Lord will allow it to become uncomfortable in our current place. The place of
sustenance had become a place of oppression. The grace to be there had lifted. The
favour was not there any longer. In our lives, He does this to help us move out into

His new season or promised land for us.

God sent Moses to confront Pharoah and request he release the Israelites.
Eventually, after 10 plagues to convince Pharoah, the Israelites were released to go
into the wilderness and worship the Lord. We pick up the account where the
Israelites have been released and have gone into the wilderness but the Egyptians

have decided to go fetch the Israelites back to be their slaves.

Exo 14:1-31 (NKJV) Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: [2] "Speak to the
children of Israel, that they turn and camp before Pi Hahiroth, between Migdol and
the sea, opposite Baal Zephon; you shall camp before it by the sea. [3] For Pharaoh
will say of the children of Israel, 'They are bewildered by the land; the wilderness has

closed them in.'

The position God wanted the Israelites to camp in was not a wise place to camp in
the natural. They would be very vulnerable to the Egyptians and trapped. Migdol
was a watchtower in the wilderness mountains. Basically one side was wilderness
mountains which met the sea. Pi Hahiroth was a gulf of water facing Baal Zephon.
Baal Zephon was known as the sea and storm god. The location God was referring
to was an island called Baal Zephon and was the centre of Baal worship. They were
to face this ‘god of the sea’. Hemmed in on one side by the wilderness mountains,
the other side the sea with the only obvious option of escape, the route through
which the Egyptians were approaching. The Israelites were for all intents and
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purposed, trapped. They had reached the end of the road. They had come to the end
of themselves. There were no more options in the natural. They had arrived there

through obedience to God. They were in fact exactly where God wanted them to be.

e Sometimes our obedience to God doesn’t take us via the easiest route.

e Sometimes our obedience to God brings to places where situations can seem
pretty hopeless.

e Sometimes the instructions He gives us don’t make sense in the natural.

e Sometimes His path for us is the most difficult for us to walk through.

e Sometimes God explains Himself, and sometimes He doesn’t. In this case, He

did, but only to Moses:

[4] Then I will harden Pharaoh's heart, so that he will pursue them; and | will gain
honour over Pharaoh and over all his army, that the Egyptians may know that | am
the LORD." And they did so.

[5] Now it was told the king of Egypt that the people had fled, and the heart of
Pharaoh and his servants was turned against the people; and they said, "Why have
we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us?" [6] So he made ready his
chariot and took his people with him. [7] Also, he took six hundred choice chariots,
and all the chariots of Egypt with captains over every one of them. [8] And the LORD
hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the children of Israel;
and the children of Israel went out with boldness. [9] So the Egyptians pursued them,
all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, his horsemen and his army, and overtook
them camping by the sea beside Pi Hahiroth, before Baal Zephon. [10] And when
Pharaoh drew near, the children of Israel lifted their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians
marched after them. So they were very afraid, and the children of Israel cried
out to the LORD.

e Sometimes when we think the situation couldn’t get more dire, it does! | am
sure the Israelites weren’t that keen camping where they were. They would
have felt trapped. Now when they saw the Egyptians physically closing them
in they cried out. They were afraid. They lost hope. They lost faith. They
couldn’t see what God was doing. They didn’t trust Him.
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[11] Then they said to Moses, "Because there were no graves in Egypt, have you
taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you so dealt with us, to bring us
up out of Eqypt? [12] Is this not the word that we told you in Egypt, saying, 'Let us
alone that we may serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to

serve the Egyptians than that we should die in the wilderness.”

e Sometimes we prefer and we choose the tyranny of the familiar rather than
the fear of the unknown. Why can’t we choose faith for the unknown?
e | love what Moses says to the people. For many of us, | believe He is saying

this to us:

[13] And Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the
salvation of the LORD, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians
whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever. [14] The LORD will fight

for you, and you shall hold your peace.”

e The firstinstruction? Stand still.

e How do you stand still when your natural reaction is fight or flight?

e How do you be still when everything in you is screaming out to do something?
Survival instinct 101?

e Stand still. Be still. Wait on God for deliverance.

This is not a passive waiting or escaping until there is breakthrough. “Let me go to
sleep and pretend nothing is wrong and when | wake up it will be sorted”. This is a
stand still and see. Stand still and watch, look for, wait in faith, be expectant, trust in
the Lord, pray, but do not fear. What is the antithesis of fear? Faith. Wait in faith. Be
in prayer. Be remembering what God promised and see (eyes must be open to see)

the salvation of the Lord.

| love the reminder in Jeremiah 17 regarding trusting in the Lord vs trusting in the

arm of flesh:

Jer 17:5-8 (NKJV) Thus says the LORD: "Cursed is the man who trusts in man And
makes flesh his strength, Whose heart departs from the LORD. [6] For he shall be
like a shrub in the desert, And shall not see when good comes, But shall inhabit the

parched places in the wilderness, In a salt land which is not inhabited. [7] "Blessed is
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the man who trusts in the LORD, And whose hope is the LORD. [8] For he shall be
like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not
fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year

of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.

Being able to see the salvation of the Lord requires that the standing still and waiting
for His salvation be rooted in trust of the Lord. Not in lining up plans B, C and D

according to our own strength and plans exclusively.
| love this apostolic prayer:

Eph 1:15-19 (NKJV) | (Paul), [16] do not cease to give thanks for you, making
mention of you in my prayers: [17] that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him,
[18] the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what
is the hope of His calling, ... [19] and what is the exceeding greatness of His

power toward us who believe, ...

e This is a powerful prayer to pray. Knowledge of Him. Understanding. Hope.

Having a revelation of His power.

[15] And the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel
to go forward. [16] But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea
and divide it. And the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of

the sea.

e | love how God told Moses what to do. He didn’t explain Himself to the
children of Israel and get their permission and consent. He didn’t even require
their understanding of what He was doing. He didn’t help Moses with a PR
strategy to keep the people together when they saw Him lifting up a rod to get
them out of a tricky situation. God doesn’t need consensus or approval. He
doesn’t have to look good or like He is it under control.

e | also love that God used what was in Moses’ hand already. Oftentimes God
wants to use what is already in our hand, or arsenal, our lives, our gift mix, our
relationships, our circle. We may look down on it , take it for granted, or
despise it. But the most natural looking thing in our hands can bring about the
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mot phenomenal outcome when we relinquish it to God and obey Him. When

we offer it to Him.

[17] And | indeed will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them.
So I will gain honour over Pharaoh and over all his army, his chariots, and his
horsemen. [18] Then the Egyptians shall know that | am the LORD, when | have

gained honour for Myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen."

e God will be glorified. God will use situations for His purposes. | love how they

faced Baal Zephon, almost like a provocation of Baal.

[19] And the Angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, moved and went
behind them; and the pillar of cloud went from before them and stood behind them.
[20] So it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel. Thus it
was a cloud and darkness to the one, and it gave light by night to the other, so that
the one did not come near the other all that night. [21] Then Moses stretched out
his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east
wind all that night, and made the sea into dry land, and the waters were divided. [22]
So the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea on the dry ground, and the
waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. [23] And the
Egyptians pursued and went after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's
horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. [24] Now it came to pass, in the morning
watch, that the LORD looked down upon the army of the Egyptians through the pillar
of fire and cloud, and He troubled the army of the Egyptians.

e | am sure it was still a challenging situation for the Israelites to face. They had
to wait all night with the Egyptians breathing down their necks.

e Then, they were walking in a miracle, crossing over the Red Sea on dry
ground, but they could still see the Egyptians pursuing them. They weren'’t yet

safe. They hadn’t experienced the fullness of the deliverance as yet.

[25] And He took off their chariot wheels, so that they drove them with difficulty; and
the Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the face of Israel, for the LORD fights for them
against the Egyptians." [26] Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand
over the sea, that the waters may come back upon the Egyptians, on their chariots,
and on their horsemen." [27] And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and



Tracy Nyamuda Go Christian Church 21 May 2023

when the morning appeared, the sea returned to its full depth, while the Egyptians
were fleeing into it. So the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.
[28] Then the waters returned and covered the chariots, the horsemen, and all the
army of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them. Not so much as one of them
remained. [29] But the children of Israel had walked on dry land in the midst of the
sea, and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. [30] So
the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead on the seashore. [31] Thus Israel saw the great work which the
LORD had done in Egypt; so the people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD

and His servant Moses.

e God showed Baal Zephon, god of sea and storms, who really is God! God
showed Pharoah who really holds ultimate power in the end. He got the glory
in the end. And the Israelites got their deliverance and passage into the

promised land.
Using this account, | want to ask you 3 questions:
1. What has God promised you?

God told Moses what He was going to do. He gave Moses the promise:

Exo 3:6-10 (NKJV) Moreover He said, "I am the God of your father—the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he
was afraid to look upon God. [7] And the LORD said: "I have surely seen the
oppression of My people who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their
taskmasters, for | know their sorrows. [8] So | have come down to deliver them out of
the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and large
land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the
Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites. [9]
Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and | have
also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. [10] Come now,
therefore, and | will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children
of Israel, out of Egypt."
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The Israelites were given the promise (Moses told them):

Exo 4:28-31 (NKJV) So Moses told Aaron all the words of the LORD who had sent
him, and all the signs which He had commanded him. [29] Then Moses and Aaron
went and gathered together all the elders of the children of Israel. [30] And Aaron
spoke all the words which the LORD had spoken to Moses. Then he did the signs in
the sight of the people. [31] So the people believed; and when they heard that the
LORD had visited the children of Israel and that He had looked on their affliction,
then they bowed their heads and worshiped.

e God gives us a promise for a reason. He tells us what He is going to do so

that when the storms hit, we have something solid to hold on to.

Heb 10:23 (NKJV) Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for

He who promised is faithful.

e The Lord had given the Israelites a word and the season was upon them.
When the circumstances looked contrary, their belief faltered.

e What has God promised you that you are doubting?

e What inheritance word has He given you for this season?

e What Promises has He spoken to you regarding your life?

e What Word are you currently standing on?
2. Are you standing still in faith?

Ex 14: 13-14 NKJV [13] And Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand
still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which He will accomplish for you today. For
the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever. [14] The

LORD will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace."

e \What is the antithesis of fear? Faith.

e How do you stand still?
i. Meditate on who God is.

[/Psa 46:1-11 (NKJV) God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in
trouble. [2] Therefore we will not fear, Even though the earth be removed, And
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though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; [3] Though its waters roar
and be troubled, Though the mountains shake with its swelling. Selah ... [7] The
LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah ...[10] Be still,

and know that | am God; ...

As we meditate on who God is, faith rises. As we rememeber His Promise and

meditate on it, faith rises.
ii. Wait on the Lord

e Sometimes the duration we need to ‘be still’ is longer than we desire.

Sometime we have to wait for the breakthrough...

Exo 14:19-20 (NKJV) And the Angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel,
moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud went from before them and
stood behind them. [20] So it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the

camp of Israel. Thus it was a cloud and darkness to the one, and it gave light by

night to the other, so that the one did not come near the other all that night.

e The Israelites had to wait all through the night before the deliverance the next

morning. | think that was a long night for them. They had to wait. And be still.
In the waiting, we need to wait on the Lord:

Isa 40:28-31 (NKJV) Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting
God, the LORD, The Creator of the ends of the earth, Neither faints nor is weary. His
understanding is unsearchable. [29] He gives power to the weak, And to those who
have no might He increases strength. [30] Even the youths shall faint and be weary,
And the young men shall utterly fall, [31] But those who wait on the LORD Shall
renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and

not be weary, They shall walk and not faint.

Isa 66:9 (NKJV) Shall | bring to the time of birth, and not cause delivery?" says the
LORD. "Shall | who cause delivery shut up the womb?" says your God.
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3. What is God instructing you to do with what is in your hand?

Exo 14:15-16 (NKJV) And the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry to Me? ... [16]
But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it. And the

children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea..

What do you hold in your hand that God wants to use?

e Is it your networking ability or your network?

e Is it a natural gift you have? A supernatural gift?

e Acircumstance you find yourself in that provides an opportunity?

e |Is it your current role and work?

¢ |s it something as simple as your love of cooking and hospitality?

e |s it a business idea or an ability to make an idea a profitable reality?

e |sita compassion you have, an empathy? A way with people?

e Is it your ability to make things happen quickly, your action oriented nature?
e |Is it your systems mindedness?

e What do you think God is wanting to use in this season?

The most encouraging thing is knowing that God can take the most ordinary, the
most mundane, the most “normal” and use it for His glory and for His purposes to

promote His people into their promised land.
In conclusion:

Today | wanted to speak this word into the church foundations and into our lives as
people. This word regarding standing firm in the storms of life. In helping us to stand
firm, | have am asking each of us 3 questions drawn from the account of the
Israelites standing faced with an impossible challenge on all sides before entry into

their promised land:
1. What has God promised you?
2. Are you standing in faith?

3. What is God instructing you to do with what is in your hand?
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