Forbidden Alliances
Part 1

The bible highlights how we should not form an alliance with certain people. Some of these are
seasonal depending on the person’s transformation. In this teaching | highlight 9 areas where
alliances are forbidden.

Objectives:

e We realise that the Word gives clear guidelines with regards to our alliances.

e We realise that the alliances we form do have an impact on us.

o We realise that we all need to humbly accept that none of us are beyond being influenced.

e We come to a place of brokenness that recognises that we can also become one of those
that others should not associate with.

e We gain courage to break out of forbidden alliances.

e We engage in thorough self-assessment: Head = What did the speaker say and mean?
Heart = What is the Holy Spirit saying to me in my personal situations? Hands = What do |
need to start doing about this?

1. Horses and Chariots

Ps 20:7
Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.

Are there any relationships in your life that you see as your source of strength? Be
straightened toward God and not bent toward man. This is seen in addictive
relationships, co-dependency, and the rescuer syndrome. Make sure your source of
power in relationships does not lie in other people’s weaknesses.

Don’t get into business partnerships on the basis of not seeing God as being on your
side. What are the horses and chariots in your life? Sometimes God removes things and
people from our lives so that we learn to depend on Him alone. If your source of
confidence lies in how popular you are with people God might allow a bit of persecution
in order to uproot the man pleasing spirit in your life. Be comfortable with being
misunderstood by people.

1 Kings 11:2

NIV - They were from nations about which the LORD had told the Israelites, "You must
not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after their gods."
Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love.

NLT - The LORD had clearly instructed the people of Israel, 'You must not marry them,
because they will turn your hearts to their gods.' Yet Solomon insisted on loving them
anyway.
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The deception is that you feel that you are doing a LOVING thing as you go deeper into
these illicit alliances. When it comes to being unequally yoked many people use the
exceptions as a pattern. They say but | know some people who did so and it was great
to see their spouse get a saved. Just because God by His grace rescues a situation does
not mean that’s His pattern.

2. lllicit Seducers

A. Sexual Encounters

Prov 23:27-28
For a harlot is a deep pit and an adulterous woman is a narrow well. Surely she lurks
as a robber, and increases the faithless among men.

Check out, does the person increase faithfulness or decrease it. In cross gender
relationships, what is the fruit of knowing that person? Do they encourage you to
love your spouse more? When you spend time with them do you feel more drawn to
your spouse afterwards? If someone speaks ill of their spouse do you say something
that helps them to see the other side?

E.g. The prayers we would pray at Varsity for break ups of illicit relationships.

Prov 31:30
Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be
praised.

Even in the workplace there are employees who use words to flatter but sometimes
you need to say, “Show me the money!” When we read about the loose woman or
adulterer we must apply this to any form of seduction. The resolution should be to
keep far from it.

Prov 5:1-10

My son, give attention to my wisdom, Incline your ear to my understanding; 2That
you may observe discretion and your lips may reserve knowledge. 3For the lips of an
adulteress drip honey and smoother than oil is her speech; *But in the end she is
bitter as wormwood, Sharp as a two-edged sword. *Her feet go down to death, Her
steps take hold of Sheol. ®She does not ponder the path of life; Her ways are
unstable, she does not know it. ’Now then, my sons, listen to me And do not depart
from the words of my mouth. 8Keep your way far from her and do not go near the
door of her house, °Or you will give your vigour to others and your years to the cruel
one; And strangers will be filled with your strength and your hard-earned goods
will go to the house of an alien;
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B. Cults

1Tim 4:1,7 NIV

The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow
deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.... Have nothing to do

with godless myths and old wives' tales; rather, train yourself to be godly.

KJV - Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

We are told to have nothing to do with these. Secondly, we see that following
after deceiving spirits involves “abandoning the faith”. You can't serve two
masters. Many people are trying to maintain mutually exclusive alliances. You will
love one whilst pretending to the other. That’s what adulterers do. They love one
and use the other.

3. Fools

Prov. 14:6-7
®A scoffer seeks wisdom and finds none, But knowledge is easy to one who has
understanding. ‘Leave the presence of a fool, Or you will not discern words of
knowledge.

In other words if you spend too much time with fools it will affect your sensitivity to true
wisdom.

4. Those given to anger

Prov. 22:24-25
24Do not associate with a man given to anger; or go with a hot-tempered man, °Or you
will learn his ways and find a snare for yourself.

KJV - Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou shalt not
go: Lest thou learn his ways, and get a snare to thy soul.

Friendship = raah = to tend, shepherd, to feed, pasture, companions, associate with.
Hot-tempered = heat, rage, poison (eg poison of scorpions).

Snare = Cause of injury. Bringing evil to you. This word is used to describe Moses to The
Egyptians. “Pharoah, let him go otherwise he is a snare to us.”

Anger can become a snare that entraps
us. Anger is often learned behaviour.

E.g. Asking a group of people about their stress signals | was surprised by how much anger there is in
our society. It’s important for people to learn how to deal with their anger and channel it toward the
right direction.
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