Forbidden Alliances
Part 2

5. Those who are unrepentant, rejecting the faith and a good

conscience

1Tim 1:19-20

Holding on to faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and so have
suffered shipwreck with regard to the faith. Among them are Hymenaeus and
Alexander, whom | have handed over to Satan to be taught not to blaspheme.

Rejecting a good conscience may occur when someone’s conscience becomes seared to
a point where they become comfortable in habitual sin without conviction.

Handed over — Gk paradidome = to give into the hands of another e.g. handing over to
custody. When you are under discipline there is protection. God respects and recognises
the church leadership covering.

Mt 18:15-17
15f your brother or sister!? sins,® go and point out their fault, just between the two of

you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. **But if they will not listen, take one
or two others along, so that “every matter may be established by the testimony of two
or three witnesses.”l? YIf they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they
refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.

Refuse to listen = pay no regard to, neglect, disobey.
The goal is restoration; winning them over.

Those living a “double life”

1Cor5:2,11-13
2And you are proud! Shouldn’t you rather have gone into mourning and have put out of

your fellowship the man who has been doing this?..... 1'But now | am writing to you that
you must not associate with anyone who claims to be a brother or sister!® but is sexually
immoral or greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. Do not even eat
with such people. ?What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are
you not to judge those inside? 3God will judge those outside. ‘Expel the wicked person
from among you.’

Sometimes we are deceived into thinking that people overcome sin in their lives by
being accepted into fellowship and treated extremely well. This passage of scripture
shows that sometimes the lack of fellowship is what brings someone to repentance. The
person realizes that they can’t carry on living a double life and getting away with it. We
should not enable this way of life in the church. We need to mourn when there is
wickedness in our midst.
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7. Those who are divisive

Titus 3:9-11

But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels about the
law, because these are unprofitable and useless. Warn a divisive person once, and then
warn them a second time. After that, have nothing to do with them. You may be sure
that such people are warped and sinful; they are self-condemned.

A lot of alliances are dependent on how teachable the person is when corrected.

Rom 16:17
| urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put
obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away
from them.

8. Those living an idle and disorderly lifestyle

2 Thess 3:6

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep
away from every believer who is idle and disruptive and does not live according to the
teaching®® you received from us.

Idle and disruptive = disorderly, outside of rank, immoderate pleasures.

9. Those with a contrary spirit

You cannot have an effective God-honouring alliance with someone who has a different
agenda. It requires discernment to see this. Peter discerned this and dealt with it in a
strong manner.

Acts 8:18-24

BWhen Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he
offered them money ®and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom |
lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 2°Peter answered: “May your money perish
with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! ?!You have
no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. ’Repent
of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may forgive you for having
such a thought in your heart. 2For | see that you are full of bitterness and captive to
sin.” *Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said
may happen to me.”

In the natural many of us would think Simon was just being a generous nice guy.
May God help us to see! Peter saw into Simon’s heart condition. There is no
indication that Philip had addressed this issue earlier. May God expose your
heart condition to you that you may know whether you have a part in this
ministry or not.
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